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From the Principal
A warm welcome to the first edition 
of The OPtimist for 2022. 
It is my great honour and privilege to be writing to you as the newly 
appointed Principal of Blackfriars Priory School. 

As an old scholar, I have a deep love for Blackfriars and the 
Dominican Order, which has entrusted me with continuing the 
mission of St Dominic through the education of young men  
at Blackfriars.

The OPtimist is a marvellous publication, traversing generations 
and continents. It provides a tangible way for keeping the Blackfriars 
community engaged and connected, especially during these 
somewhat disconnected Covid times. This edition captures the vast 
opportunities and extraordinary diversity experienced at Blackfriars. 

It has been wonderful to witness the 
transformation of the physical appearance of 
Blackfriars. The western campus landscape 
redevelopment has made significant 
improvements to the campus, complementing 
the award-winning Aquinas Centre. 

Of particular focus is the Dominican Walk, 
which highlights significant Dominican Saints 
and Blesseds who have shaped the Order of 
Preachers through the past 800 years and on 
whose shoulders we stand today. 

An Indigenous Welcome to County installation, 
by renowned indigenous landscape architect 
Paul Herzich, will mark the entrance to the 
school and definitively highlight the importance 
of our First Nations people.  

We look forward to officially opening the 
redevelopment on St Dominic’s Day.

Of note in this edition of The OPtimist are the 
outstanding ATAR results of the Class of 2021. 
Congratulations to the students, families, 
teachers and support staff who worked 
tremendously hard throughout the boys’ 
educational journey. 

We also honour the boys who successfully 
completed school-based apprenticeships 
and accessed a variety of vocational courses. 
The sign of a true Dominican education is 
celebrating each person’s God-given gifts  
and talents.

Covid has reduced the number of opportunities 

for physical connection with our community, so 
we encourage you to keep virtually connected 
through our social media accounts and the 
Blackfriars Newsroom on our website. 

We look forward to the day when we can 
fearlessly welcome our extended Blackfriars 
family to our community gatherings and 
celebrations. We hopefully anticipate a return 
to large-scale celebrations for our 70th year  
in 2023.

Enjoy The OPtimist.

David Ruggiero (BPS ’92) 
Principal 
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Governor’s award for Kyle 

Kyle, who is a performer and coach with CircoBats Community Circus, was late 
last year honoured with the Governor of South Australia Commendation for 
Excellence in Modified SACE Award.

Kyle, 18, who has an intellectual disability, spent most of his early years at a 
special school, before coming to Blackfriars as a Year 10 student in 2019.

“We fought for ages to get him out of the special school environment and he just 
thrived at Blackfriars,” Kyle’s foster mum Vashti Janzen said. “Blackfriars has 
instilled some great values in him.”

Kyle – who last year won the Order of Australia Association Student Citizenship 
Award, as well as a Creative Arts Award for Academic Excellence – became involved 
in CircoBats when he first came to live with Ms Janzen as a seven-year-old.

Over the years, Kyle has performed numerous gigs with CircoBats, including at the 
Adelaide Fringe, while completing coaching qualifications with Gymnastics SA. 

He has also played lacrosse, using those skills to coach an under-11s team  
at Blackfriars.

Importantly, during Year 12, he acted as a mentor to a Primary School student 
who was having some troubles of his own.

“The positive influence on the young boy was evident to all concerned,”  
Ms Janzen said.

“Everything Kyle does, he puts his mind to it, and with support from the people 
around him, Kyle can achieve anything.

“We’re terribly proud. It (the Governor’s Commendation) is recognition for Kyle 
and for anyone else that’s coming from a challenging background … a lovely 
recognition that they can achieve.”

Kyle, was “shocked” to discover he had been honoured with the award.

“I was definitely not expecting it,” Kyle said.

He said being involved in Blackfriars’ drama program had been a highlight of  
his time at the school.

“I just love performing,” he said. “It’s just the excitement of just being up on  
the stage, performing for people. I think the nerves just make me get through  
it better.”

Of his mentoring and coaching roles, he said: “I guess, for me, it’s not about 
being a leader, it’s just what I feel I need to do.”

Shannon Caton 
Communications Officer

Blackfriars 2021 graduate Kyle Baker is proof that 
running away to the circus can really pay off.

SACE Results

100%

SACE Completion

Class of ‘21 24 Boys achieved an ATAR  
of 90+ placing them in the 
Top 10% in Australia

Boys completed VET 
qualifications  
as part of the SACE 

Achieved an ATAR of 75 + 
placing them in the Top 
25% in Australia

31%

47

64%

Harry Hieu Vu

98.95

Joseph Snelling

98.65

Minh Trung (Kevin) Do 

98.45

Yemo Koo

98.20

Jaimin Lim

97.75

Eric Ta

97.50

Jason Dinh

96.55

Mitchell Gregory

96.55

Daniel Ismail

96.30

Anthony Pham

95.75

Kevin Mach

95.70

Amir Amiri

95.35

Trung-Hieu Nguyen

95.35

Tam Dang

95.15

Alex Slobodian

94.30

Minh Thien Nguyen

93.80

Adrian Carino

92.65

Vincent Nguyen

92.55

Ethan Grigoris

92.25

Bao Nhat Nguyen

92.20

Ryan Nguyen

92.10

Kane Mareolas

91.75

Lachlan Zurcher

90.20

Khoa Nguyen

90.10

99.60

Brandon Truong

A+ A A-

Of All GradesGrades achieved 
in the A BAND

184 42.4%

99% OF ALL GRADES  
ACHIEVED IN THE TOP 3 BANDS

A+ Grades Merit Awards

34 12

 ^ Year 11, * with MERIT # achieved in Year 11 (2020) + achieved in Year 10 (2019)

 A-Grade distribution

Amir Amiri General Mathematics*

Nicholas Cacayorin^ Music Performance - Solo, Mathematical Methods

Noah Caton Workplace Practices+

Tam Dang Digital Technologies*

Jason Dinh Drama

Minh Trung Do Chemistry, Mathematical Methods#

Mitchell Gregory Mathematical Methods

Daniel Heath^ Music Performance - Solo

Daniel Ismail Heath & Wellbeing*

Yemo Koo Mathematical Methods#, Specialist Mathematics#

Isaac Lawrence General Mathematics*

Jaimin Lim Specialist Mathematics*, Physics

Kevin Mach English*

Bao Nhat Nguyen Integrated Learning*

Minh Thien Nguyen English

Khoa Nguyen Health & Wellbeing

Trung-Hieu Nguyen Essential English*,Health & Wellbeing*

Anthony Pham Health & Wellbeing

Alex Slobodian Integrated Learning*, Language & Culture

Joseph Snelling Research Project#

Eric Ta Visual Arts - Design*, Visual Arts - Art

Ken Tran Visual Arts - Design

Brandon Truong Biology*#, Religion Studies, Research Project#

Harry Hieu Vu English

Lachlan Zurcher Essential English

Cross  
Disciplinary 

Health & 
Physical 

Education

Mathematics

25 

Business, 
Enterprise & 
Technology

6

English

20

11

Humanities & 
Social Sciences

22
Arts

14

Sciences 

10
Languages

2

14

Kyle Baker receiving his Order of Australia Association Student Citizenship Award from 
Blackfriars old scholar Professor Allan Evans (BPS’79). 



Welcome to a day in the life of 
Blackfriars’ Early Learning Centre. We 
captured some of the fun and learning 
from a typical day at the ELC, from first 
thing in the morning to home time. 

Blackfriars’ ELC offers an integrated play-based 
curriculum for boys and girls aged 3-5 years in a safe and 
welcoming learning environment.

An inquiry-based approach – including learning through 
play, investigation and exploration –provides our youngest 
students with the opportunity to pursue their individual 
interests and our staff to cater for their specific needs.

Being part of Blackfriars, our ELC offers boys and girls 
the opportunity to work within a cooperative, integrated, 
school-community environment.

9am – soaking 
up the autumn 

morning sunshine.

A day in  
the life

2pm – back in the yard, burning off some post-lunch energy.

3pm – Home time! What a wonderful day we’ve all had at ELC. 9.40am – off to visit the Primary Library. 10.30am – enjoying craft time.

12.30pm – Palm Sunday learning.

1pm – Play time.



In the lead up to the 2022 Federal 
election, our politicians could learn 
a thing or two from Blackfriars’ new 
Primary School House leaders. 

The boys have vowed to be approachable, inclusive 
and supportive as they lead their Houses in 2022.

New Candler Captain Finn said he would “take 
care” to lead his House “carefully and wisely”.

“I am a great role model and I promise I will spread 
my knowledge of leadership among you,” Finn said.

“I am responsible, reliable, trustworthy and hard 
working. I will do everything I can for my House, 
school and community.”

That sentiment was echoed by Samuel, who 
said he was a good example of “hard work and 
determination”.

“I try to set a good example outside of the school, as 
well as inside of the grounds,” Samuel said.

Keyan said he wanted to “make a difference” in the 
wider Blackfriars community.

“I am here to … spread as much positivity as 
possible,” Keyan said.

“I respect your differences and remember I am 
not just leading this House; I am leading this whole 
community.”

Ashton said: “When you need help, I will be there to 
help you. I am positive, caring and selfless, always 
putting myself before others.”

The boys were elected after giving speeches to 
students from their Houses and a subsequent vote.

Head of Primary Emma Begg was pleased with the 
number of boys who put themselves forward for 
leadership positions.

“We had so many outstanding candidates to lead 
their houses that I know the Primary School will be 
in good hands this year,” Mrs Begg said.

Blackfriars Head Prefect Dan Heath had some 
leadership advice for the Primary School Captains 

Primary  
Swimming 
Carnival
The racing was fast and the team 
spirit high as our students gathered 
at Adelaide Aquatic Centre for the 
2022 Primary Swimming Carnival. 
Congratulations to Cussen House  
on taking the win.

Candler: Finn Juhasz (C), Manav Agheda

Dowling: Samuel Pedlar (C), Reilly Lane

Spence: Charlie Roisetter (C), Keyan Ashna

Cussen: Ashton Skinner (C), James Mc Adam

New leaders are in the House 

 The 2022 Primary House leaders (from left) Finn Juhasz, 
Manav Agheda, James McAdam, Ashton Skinner, Reilly 
Lane, Samuel Pedlar, Keyan Ashna and Charlie Roisetter.

Cussen - 3771st

Candler - 3432nd

Spencer - 3203rd

Dowling - 2544th
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and Vice Captains: “I’d just say it’s really about being 
approachable. You want to make sure that you’re 
the voice for people who might not otherwise be 
heard. And I know you will do that.”

Shannon Caton 
Communications Officer

All the action, colour and fun from 
the Primary Swimming Carnival at 
Adelaide Aquatic Centre.  
Pictures: Academy Photography

Open - Lachlan Sutton
U11 - Jack Galkowski
U10 - Lincoln Huynh
U9 - Henry O’Neill

Year level 
champions



To mark International Women’s Day on 8 
March, Blackfriars raised money for Caritas 
Australia to help change the lives of some of 
the world’s most vulnerable people, including 
women in the Solomon Islands.

A national Solomon Islands survey found 64% 
of women aged 15-49 had reported physical or 
sexual abuse by a partner – one of the highest 
rates of domestic violence in the world.

Almost 40% of girls under 15 had been 
sexually abused.

A World Health Organisation report found 
that, concerningly, 73% of adults – both men 
and women – believed those levels of violence 
were acceptable, “especially if a woman was 
disobedient”.

“One of the most significant consequences 
of gender inequality for women in Solomon 
Islands is the high level of gender-based 
violence (GBV) they face, which ranges from 
sexual violence, coercion, emotional and/or 
physical violence perpetrated by intimate and 
non-partners,” the report said. 

“GBV reflects and reinforces inequality 
between men and women … (compromising) 
the health, dignity, security and autonomy of 
its survivors.”

Blackfriars Assistant Principal: Religious 
Identity and Mission (APRIM) Angela Collins 
said the figures made for disturbing reading.

“It is our young men who have the greatest 
power to change these statistics and advocate 
for equality,” Ms Collins said.

Blackfriars officially marked International 
Women’s Day with a casual clothes day, an 
initiative of the 2022 Prefects.

Head Prefect Dan Heath and Deputy Head 
Prefect Nico Cacayorin also travelled to Our 
Lady of the Sacred Heart College to present 
flowers and cards to senior students, thanking 
them for, and in appreciate of, their leadership.

“As an all-boys school, it’s vitally important we 
support International Women’s Day and instil 
in the students an appreciation of the very real 
issues facing women – here in Australia and 
overseas,” Ms Collins said. 

The International Women’s Day event was just 
one of a series of fundraisers at Blackfriars 
during Term 1. 

Money raised via a giant Easter egg raffle and 
a “coin line” were also donated to Project 

Compassion to aid women in the Solomon 
Islands.

Project Compassion is Caritas Australia’s 
annual Lenten Appeal. It funds the continuing 
work of Caritas in Africa, Asia, the Pacific, 
Latin America and Australian Indigenous 
communities.

Blackfriars marks International Women’s Day 
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During Term 1, Blackfriars has 
celebrated Harmony Week, marked 
Shrove Tuesday and Ash Wednesday 
and run student retreats and the 
sacramental program. 

Our staff were also given the opportunity to cook bacon 
and egg breakfasts at the Men’s Crisis Centre in Whitmore 
Square. The Men’s Crisis Centre is a 47-bed facility, run 
by Vinnies SA, for men who have nowhere to go and are 
essentially homeless. 

From our APRIM Angela Collins: “I have been lucky enough 
to do this many times with students over the past few 
years, and each experience differs, but I definitely gained 
more from the experience than the gentlemen I served. A 
personal anecdote from my experience, whatever concern or 
frustration I carried in my heart as I went to the centre was 
no longer as loud when I left after being confronted by life 
situations so far beyond my own comprehension.”

Harmony and 
a helping hand 

1

2

3 4

1. The Procession of Penance and Litany of Dominican Saints and Blesseds on 
Ash Wednesday. 2. Primary students on Shrove Tuesday. 3. Year 8 Reflection 
Day. 4. Staff members Carlo Tropiano, Mary Surman and Mandy Goodfellow 
cooking breakfast at the Men’s Crisis Centre. 5. Staff and students at the  
Ash Wednesday liturgy.

Deputy Head Prefect Nico Cacayorin and Head Prefect Dan Heath presented flowers and cards to the student leaders from Our Lady of the Sacred Heart.

It’s a stunningly beautiful 
place, but for many women 
in the Solomon Islands, it’s 
far from paradise.

Mr Ruggiero and Mr Knowles serve morning tea 
for staff on International Women’s Day.



A new era of leadership
Emma Begg readily admits to a 
few first-day nerves when school 
returned for 2022.

“Yes, definitely. I know how those new Reception boys felt,”  
said Mrs Begg, who this year joined Blackfriars as our new 
Head of Primary.

“It’s a big step starting school for the first time – and that also 
goes for a new Head of Primary!”

Mrs Begg – who replaced Frank Ali following his retirement 
at the end of last year – joined Blackfriars after 16 years at 
St Joseph’s School Kingswood and a stint as Acting Deputy 
Principal at St Francis of Assisi Newton.

She said the start of the school year had been challenging,  
but amazing.

“It certainly wasn’t the start we anticipated, with the hybrid 
return-to-school model, but we were all in the same boat,”  
she said.

“I was coming from an environment where I’d been for a long 
time, and I knew the job inside and out, so I quickly had to learn 
a new way of doing things, in a new school environment, while 
building relationships with lots of different people.

“But it’s been amazing. Everyone has been very welcoming and 
accommodating and we’re all on the same journey.

“Despite the challenges, it’s been great to be able to 
have events like the Primary Swimming Carnival and 
the ELC to Year 6 Sports Day, just to name a few.”

And she was looking forward to the rest of the year to come.

“The main thing for me is, hopefully, returning to some kind  
of normality,” she said.

Mrs Begg is part of a new-look leadership team at Blackfriars  
in 2022, with the school also welcoming a new Principal and  
Deputy Principal.

Principal David Ruggiero is certainly no stranger to Blackfriars.

He has spent a decade at the school, first as Assistant Principal: 
Religious Identity and Mission (APRIM) and then, from 2018, as 
Deputy Principal.

He is also a Blackfriars old scholar and the first former student of 
the school to be appointed Principal.

“There are always those first-day nerves and Covid provided us with 
a landscape that no one had traversed before,” Mr Ruggiero said of 
the start of the 2022 school year.

“But there was that sense of unity amongst staff, students and other 
schools because we were at the frontier of something challenging 
for everyone. 

“It also galvanised us. We began the year in the most bizarre 
circumstances, with some students coming back, staff members in 
isolation, students in isolation, a lot of fear, a lot of uncertainty. But I 
think we have been able to traverse that together.”

But, despite the challenges, Term 1 had been “incredibly successful”.

“I’ve loved the role and I’ve loved being able to work across the 
school, with different groups of people, from our boys, and the girls 
in ELC, our staff groups, our parents and the committees and boards 
… working with our chair David O’Loughlin on future strategies to 
continue the success of the school,” Mr Ruggiero said.

“Getting to know the boys and the new students and being able to 
welcome them into the school has been a real privilege.”

He echoed Mrs Begg’s sentiments, saying he was most looking 
forward to a return to “normality”.

“I’m looking forward to the celebrations where we invite families 
back onto the campus, community events, because people are the 
heart and soul of the school. Without them here, it really impacts 
who we are.”

New Deputy Principal Brett Knowles ¬ who has worked in teaching 
for almost two decades, 12 of those at Blackfriars – agreed that 
while the start of the 2022 school year had been challenging, it had 
also provided some real highs.

“I think the start of the year, that first day, is certainly a highlight,” Mr 
Knowles said.

“I think about my own time starting high school … I 
think about my own kids and their time starting new 
schools, and I think that was a highlight, seeing all the 
new boys come along, that’s a very special time.”

The Secondary Athletics Carnival, as well as the Ash Wednesday 
liturgies, held for the first time on the Front Oval due to Covid 
restrictions, also deserved recognition.

“I guess there are those elements that are going to be out of our 
control a bit … but I still anticipate the rest of the year will be really 
exciting,” Mr Knowles said. 

“We’ll hopefully start seeing some more opportunities to do 
those things that we’ve probably been restricted a bit, both 
parents coming to school and us doing things outside of school.

“The Covid stuff, for every school, that’s been a really significant 
challenge. We’ve put lots of time into considering all the ‘what 
ifs’ so that we can continue learning and having a really good 
wellbeing environment for the students and some surety for 
families.”

Shannon Caton 
Communications Officer

Head of Primary Emma Begg with students  
Alex Galkowski, Jack Galkowski and Spencer Moore.  

Deputy Principal Brett Knowles with students Sang Le, Nico Cacayorin 
and Campbell Griffiths.

Principal David Ruggiero reads to ELC students.
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With a staggered start to the 2022 school 
year, and Covid restrictions in place, co-
curricular activities did not start until Week 
5. But we certainly hit the ground running.

During Term 1, we had 25 teams, from Primary to Secondary, involved 
in five different sports in the Sports Association for Adelaide Schools 
(SAAS) competitions. We continue to make waves in the pool, adding 
more than a dozen new players to our water polo sides. Additionally, we 
have 13 vocal and instrumental ensembles starting their rehearsals for 
upcoming events. 

In 2022, we continue to see the number of students participating in  
co-curricular activities steadily rise – to almost 100%. 

Matilda Comley 
Co-Curricular Administrator

Hitting the 
ground running 

Man of the Match Dylan Bignell 
celebrates after making 100 in the 

first innings of the 2021 Intercol Test.

PEDAL PRIX

A highlight of Term 1 was the Australian 
International Pedal Prix eight-hour race in 
Mount Gambier. 

The Blackfriars boys riding “Hound #1” 
completed 127 laps of the McNamara Park 
circuit, placing them third in the schools’ 
categories, and the best placed of all South 
Australian school teams. “Hound #2” 
completed 96 laps for 11th position.

The boys next head to Tailem Bend on 
Saturday 14 May for the Round 2 six-hour 
race. Go Hounds!

CRICKET 

The 2021 Cricket Intercol against Christian 
Brothers College was also challenged by 
ever-changing Covid restrictions, but we were 
fortunate to be able to travel to CBC’s Main 
Oval for a three-day Test in early December. 

CBC won the toss and chose to bat. The 
Dolphins were all out for 208 and the Hounds 
started their chase before the end of day one. 
On the second day, the Hounds made 254 to 
win the first innings. 

CBC came out firing in the second innings, 
making 6/254 (declared) and setting the 
Hounds 218 to win. Unfortunately, after losing 
some early wickets, we ended the day at 
6/94, with the match drawn. As the Intercol 
rules stand, a draw means the cup is retained 
by the previous year’s winner – Blackfriars! 
Congratulations to Captain Dylan Bignell, who 
was named Man of the Match. 

NETBALL 

Year 11 student Jordan Deutrom was recently 
named MVP of the Southern Dragons 17&U 
boys netball team competing in Victoria. It was 
Jordan’s third time representing SA on the 
netball court.

Jordan, who was named vice captain of the 
team, was back in action at the Australian 
National Championships in Adelaide in April. 

BASKETBALL

Congratulations to Year 9 student Eli 
Scharfbillig, who has been selected in 
the Basketball South Australia State 
Performance Program SA Metro Under 
16 Boys side. 

Eli was selected after taking part in a 
series of trials, practice sessions and 
the Adelaide Invitational Challenge 
tournament in January. The Under 16 
Australian Junior Championships will be 
held from Sunday 3 July to Sunday 10 July 
in Perth. 

Well done, also, to Year 11 student 
Samuel Villios, who will represent Team 
SA in basketball at the Special Olympics 
Australia National Games in Tasmania 
in October. Samuel was also selected in 
the SA athletics team for the Games, but 
opted to focus on basketball. 

SWIMMING 

Our Primary boys participated in Section 1 
of the Catholic Schools Swimming Carnival, 
finishing in 6th in the boys’ division. A highlight 
of the day was the Year 5 relay team placing 
first. 

While we’re on swimming, congratulations 
to Year 9 students Matthew Brown and Hugh 
Caton, who competed in the Australian Age 
Swimming Championships over Easter. Both 
boys qualified in eight events in what is the 
pinnacle competition for age-group swimmers 
nationally.

WATER POLO 

Old scholar Jesse Taylor (BPS’19) has, 
for the past two seasons, played at the 
elite level for Cronulla Water Polo Club 
in the Australian Water Polo League 
(AWL). Jesse is also training at the NSW 
Institute of Sport. 

Quietly, younger brother Ben, Co-
captain of the Blackfriars Open A team, 
has been working very hard to catch up 
to his big brother, debuting for the Fyfe 
Adelaide/Hobart AWL team earlier  
this year. 

On 12 March, the Taylor brothers, 
watched by proud parents Paul and 
Tammy, played against one another 
in the AWL. Both played well, with 
Cronulla prevailing on the day.

We are assured there is still a spot 
for Jesse at the family table when he 
returns home for Christmas!



What a magnificent day we had for our 
2022 Secondary Athletics Carnival at SA 
Athletics Stadium. Well done to all the 
boys who participated and congratulations 
to the winning Denifle/Jarrett Houses. 

Special thanks to special guest and old scholar Joe Stevens 
OAM (BPS’69), who made himself available to present our 
age-group champions and the Fr John Neill Athletics Cup. 

Joe has been the race director of the City-Bay Fun 
Run since 2004, is a life member of Athletics Australia, 
president of the state division of the Commonwealth Games 
Association and former president of the South Australian 
Olympic Council.

He also officiated at the 2000 Sydney Olympics and the 2006 
and 2018 Commonwealth Games.

Previous awards for his commitment to athletics include 
Official of the Year for Athletics Australia in 2010, and the 
same award for the Athletics SA in 2003.

As well as being a member of the Athletics Australia 
Facilities and Equipment Commission since 2010, Joe also 
served on the Athletics SA committee from 2015-2017.

ELC/Primary Sports Day 
The Back Oval was  
a sea of colour as our 
youngest students, from 
ELC to Year 6, took part in 
Sports Day late in Term 1.

Congratulations to Spence House for 
winning the Athletics Shield. The Spirit 
Shield, combining results from the 
Swimming Carnival and Sports Day, went 
to Cussen House.

Well done to all the boys who participated 
and to our age-group champions.

Spence - 8481st

Cussen - 7902nd

Candler - 6953rd

Dowling - 6624th

Cussen - 2771st

Candler - 2542nd

Dowling - 2533rd

Spence - 384th

ATHLETICS SHIELD SPIRIT SHIELD

U12 - Sam Pedlar 
U11 - Charlie Roissetter 
U10 - Owen Delany
U9 - Spencer Moore

Year level 
champions
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Secondary Athletics Carnival 

Denifle / Jarrett - 25321st

Burke / Lacordaire - 1994 2nd

De Vitoria / Lagrange -1831

3rd

4th

Horten / Aquinas -1861

Open - Ethan Renton (Denifle)
U16 - Nathan Oan (Denifle)
U15 - Eli Scharfbillig (Denifle)/Jeffery Leung (Jarrett)
U14 - Max Roque (Horten)
U13 - Joshua Henry (Jarrett)

Age champions

Ollie Gilbert in the sack race.

Tug-of-war fun. Spence House leaders Charlie Roisetter and Keyan Ashna with Cussen House leaders James McAdam and Ashton Skinner. Year 9 student Isaac Fedele contests the long jump.

Alex Galkowski shows his team pride.

Blackfriars old scholar Joe Stevens (BPS’69) presents 
the Fr John Neill Athletics Cup to Jarrett Captain 
Donato Caiazza and Denifle Captain Josh Stodden.



This year, we celebrate 10 years of The OPtimist. 

An initiative of Blackfriars’ Development Office, the cover of the 
inaugural edition of The OPtimist featured then-Year 10 student 
Luke Macolino, mid butterfly, during the annual secondary 
swimming carnival.

Luke (BPS’14) tells The OPtimist he remembers the day well.

“I usually don’t wear a swimming cap; I just did that as a joke on 
the day. It made me look a lot more professional than I actually 
was!” says Luke, who was the swimming carnival age-group 
champion in all but one of his years at Blackfriars.

“I was a swimmer, but then Mr Harmer saw me and got me over 
to water polo. I still play now.”

Back in 2012, then-principal Brian Turner introduced the first 
edition of The OPtimist, which, at the time, was primarily aimed at 
Blackfriars old scholars.

“Welcome to our new publication,” he wrote. “I know many will 

A decade of The OPtimist
be saying it is about time. An enormous amount of time and 
energy has been directed at establishing a model to sustain and 
strengthen the connection with our old scholars.”

Since that launch edition, The OPtimist has expanded its focus 
and is now distributed to more than 4000 past, present and future 
students and families worldwide.

So, why The OPtimist? The name The OPtimist came from 
Blackfriars’ stalwart Br Brendan O’Hearn’s memory of a time 
in the late 1960s/early 1970s when the Blackfriars student body 
produced its own magazine, also called The OPtimist.  

The O and P in The OPtimist represent the Order of Preachers, the 
religious order established by St Dominic. Of course, as a noun, an 
optimist is someone who tends to be hopeful and confident. And 
we think that’s pretty appropriate for our school. 

Shannon Caton 
Communications Officer

The covers of past editions of The OPtimist, including the inaugural edition, featuring Luke Macolino.

10 years of The OPtimist
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1976  Mark Wundenberg

1977  Mark Wundenberg

1978  Stephen Von Der Borch

1979  Unknown

1980  Larry Mavrinac 

1981  Gary Mavrinac

1982  Andrew Triggs

1983  Gary Mavrinac

1984  John Mcgovern

1985  Nicholas Boyd-Turner

1986  Scott Boyd-Turner

1987  Gerard Maung

1988  Gerard Maung

1989  Gerard Maung

1990  Jason Nicholas

1991  Jason Nicholas

1992  Andrew Connor

1993  Andrew Booth

1994  Justin Hinora

1995  Matthew Haskett

1996  Matthew Haskett

1997  Matthew Haskett

1998  Hugh Haskett

1999  Hugh Haskett

2000  Matthew Richardson

2001  Matthew Richardson

2002  David Tassone

2003  Mark Parrish

2004  Patrick Harmer

2005  Patrick Harmer

2006  Alex Dellamalva

2007   Joshua Frost 

Stephen Sloan

2008  Thomas Dayman

2009  Lachlan Cameron 

2010  Lachlan Cameron 

2011  Dylan Baker

2012  Christopher Macolino

2013  Kyle Jacobson

2014  Cameron Den Dekker

2015  Caelan Grooby

2016  Caelan Grooby

2017  Peter Burgess

2018   Brayden Addison 

Jesse Taylor

2019  Jesse Taylor

2020  Jack Slaven    

2021   Jack Slaven 

Ben Taylor

Water Polo honour board

Blackfriars’ proud water polo history  
has been immortalised, with the  
unveiling of a new honour board. 

The board, in the Senior Library, displays the names of all captains of 
Blackfriars’ Senior A water polo teams, from 1976 to 2021.

During a function in Term 4 last year, the honour board was  
officially unveiled by Blackfriars’ earliest water polo captains,  
Mark Wundenberg (1976/’77) and Stephen von der Borch (1978).

Almost 30 former captains attended the ceremony, with triple 
Olympian Rafael Sterk among the VIP guests to present certificates 
acknowledging their leadership.

Blackfriars’ water polo coach of 42 years Jon Harmer said the honour 
board was a fitting tribute to the captains and an acknowledgment of 
the importance of the sport in the school’s history.

He said the idea for an honour board was sparked more than two years 
ago, when a student approached him.

“He asked why we didn’t have an honour board for water polo like we 
have for other sports,” said Mr Harmer, also the school’s Development 
Officer – Old Scholars and Community.

“With the immediate blessing of the school executive, I started the 
exhaustive task of confirming the captains by year and tracking them 
down all over Australia to attend the official unveiling.

“Several, of course, could not make it … but their proud parents were 
there to take their place and acknowledge their sons’ achievements.

“Blackfriars has had such a proud history of success in water polo, and 
it’s great to be able to pay tribute to our captains in this way.”

The board also acknowledges the years Blackfriars was crowned the 
“Champion School”; between 1989 and 2018, Blackfriars won the title 23 
times, including seven consecutive years from 2001.

“Literally hundreds of Blackfriars’ students and old scholars have gone 
on to represent South Australia, with a notable few going on  
to represent Australia at the senior, junior and youth level,”  
Mr Harmer said.

Shannon Caton 
Communications Officer

Water Polo scores major victory

1. Blackfriars’ water polo captains, or their representatives, at the official 
unveiling of the new honour board. 2. The new honour board in the Senior 
Library. 3. Blackfriars’ first water polo captains Mark Wundenberg (BPS’77) 
and Stephen von der Borch (BPS’78).

2

3
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2021 Annual Appeal
Construction of the Masters’ Pavilion, as part of 
the western campus landscape redevelopment, 
was made possible with the assistance of 
donors to our 2021 Annual Appeal. 
We acknowledge and thank those members of our community 
who, through their support, contributed to this landmark project.

• Blackfriars P & F Assoc.
• Calabria Family
• Dr Carlo D’Ortenzio
• Marion Fitch
• Declan Fitch-Woolford
• Victoria Frith
• Peter Geyer
• Mandy Goodfellow
• Jon Harmer

• Patrick Kelly
• Loc Phan
• John Saint
• Rolf Scharfbillig
• Joe Stevens
• Kay Traeger
• Patrick Walsh
• + 3 anonymous donors

School’s master stroke
One of the crowning pieces of the 
recently completed Western Campus 
Landscape Redevelopment project is 
our new outdoor learning area. 

Named The Masters’ Pavilion, it sits on the site occupied by the 
Masters’ Building from 1965 until its demolition in 2020.

The Masters’ name commemorates the visits to Blackfriars by two 
Masters of the Order of Preachers – Spaniard, the Most Reverend Fr 
Ancieto Fernandez Alonso OP, in March 1967, and Frenchman the 
Most Reverend Vincent de Couesnongle OP, in March 1981. 

The marble stone and brass plaques that commemorate those visits, 
which previously adorned the Masters’ Building, were retained during 
demolition works and have been reinstated in the retaining wall of the 
new pavilion. 

Incidentally, a further Master’s visit to Blackfriars, on 11 April 1988, by 
Irishman the Very Reverend Fr Damian Byrne OP, is commemorated 
adjacent the pavilion by the Irish Strawberry tree that was planted by 
Fr Byrne on that day.

The Masters’ Pavilion has been an instant success among students 
and staff. No sooner had the bunting come down at the end of March 
than the seating and tables were being put to maximum use at 
recess and lunch breaks. And with power available under all the fixed 
benches, the area has already become a hub for senior students 
during study periods, offering a chance to enjoy some fresh air while 
preparing for tests or completing an assignment.

With fresh-air classes becoming more and more normal during 
these pandemic times, the new area, which has seating capacity 
for more than 40, has provided teaching staff with a space to hold 
classes while enjoying all that mother nature has to offer, including 
the view across the beautiful front lawns in front of St Catharine’s.

Patrick Kelly 
Director of Development

As we enter our 17th season, there is 
no shortage of work being done on and 
off the field at Blackfriars Old Scholars 
Football Club to prepare for round 1 on 
Saturday 2 April.

In 2022, nine of our women’s players from 2021 have been 
competing in the 2022 SANFL Women’s competition. In addition, 
the Adelaide Footy League approached the club in February to 
offer a position in Division 5 for our men’s teams. There was no 
question that this was a great opportunity to move up a division 
and at the same time presents a huge challenge that our men’s 
coaches and players are keen to take on. 

With all three teams competing in Division 6 finals last year, we 
are confident that we have the playing group to compete strongly 
in Division 5 this year. 

A call out to everyone reading this publication, come on down to 
St Dom’s (Park 2) on a Saturday afternoon during the season and 
you will see either our men’s or women’s teams competing and 
representing Blackfriars. If you’d like to become involved in the 
club as a player, game-day umpire or volunteer, please contact 
me on 0423 443 724 or club@bosfchounds.com

We would like to thank our generous sponsors for  
the 2022 season…
• Blackfriars Priory School
• The Wellington Hotel
• Elders Insurance – Adelaide East
• DM Group
• Bakery on O’Connell
• Palace Nova Cinemas
• Schinella’s – Your Local Market
• All Fresh Fruit & Veg
• Belgravia Sports Apparel
• BodyFit Physiotherapy
• Dellamalva Dental
• The Frame Connection
• Baker’s Delight

• Sideways Liquor

If you or anyone you know has an interest in coming on board 
as a sponsor, there is a link on our website at bosfchounds.
com/become-a-sponsor or you can contact Warren Haines at 
sponsorship@bosfchounds.com  

Michael Hogan
BOSFC President

Bigger and better than ever 

1. Old scholars Shaun Curtis (BPS’04), left, and Alex “Kouta” Koutroulis-Duke (BPS’18) celebrate a goal during the 2021 Ladies Day match against Para Hills.  
2. BOSFC men’s teams’ coaches Sam Burridge (C Grade), Jarrad O’Riley (A Grade) and John Belton (BPS’85) (B Grade).
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When one considers newsworthy content 
for a sporting club named Blackfriars 
Old Scholars Football Club (BOSFC), the 
headline “Wonder Women” does seem a 
little unusual. 

However, within a very short time of involvement with BOSFC, it 
does become abundantly clear that not only is the women’s football 
program a very significant part of the club, but the feats of the 
female players do entitle them to be called “Wonder Women”. 

In 2019, BOSFC became Adelaide’s first old scholars football club 
associated with an all-boys school to establish a women’s football 
team. By an appropriate coincidence, the team’s first and current 
coach is Blackfriars old scholar Lachlan Sandford (BPS’97). 

This year, the club has started formalising links with Blackfriars’ 
sister school, St Dominic’s. In another coincidence, BOSFC plays on 
St Dominic’s oval, which sits almost equidistant between Blackfriars 
Priory School and St Dominic’s Priory College, on the fringe of the 
northern Parklands. 

While a handful of recruits had previous footy experience, many had 
never played Aussie rules. The Hounds women started in Division 
5 of the SA Women’s Football League in 2019, but, after three huge 
wins in their first few games, they were promoted, mid-season, to 
Division 4.

Undaunted, a tougher grade didn’t slow the girls down and they 
reached the preliminary final in their first season.

In their inaugural year, the new Hounds women boasted League 

leading goalkicker Fiona Clancey and League Best & Fairest 
runner-up Monika Ney. Amazingly, Monika was one of the new 
Hounds who had never played footy. She joined BOSFC after being 
recruited as a customer at the club’s Bunnings barbecue fundraiser.

Roll on 2020, and the league once again promoted the BOSFC 
women’s team, bumping them up to Division 3, despite them 
missing the previous year’s Grand Final. Again, the Hounds women 
thrived on the challenge of the higher division, making the Grand 
Final, which they unfortunately lost to Flinders University.

In 2020, the Hounds again had the League leading goalkicker, 
Jacalyn Pickering, who unfortunately missed the Grand Final with 
an ankle injury. Monika Ney was again runner-up in the League 
Best & Fairest count. Her back-to-back big years saw her recruited 
mid-season by North Adelaide Football Club for its SANFLW team.

While a flag was elusive in those first two seasons, the success 
of BOSFC’s women’s team saw an influx of new players ahead of 
the 2021 season. With a perfect balance of experienced players 
and enthusiastic new recruits, the Hounds went from strength to 
strength. In what was a remarkable achievement and a highlight in 
BOSFC’s history, the team won the premiership, defeating Tea Tree 
Gully and going through the season undefeated. 

Fiona Clancey was once again the League’s leading goalkicker and 
BOSFC boasted four of the top-five goalkickers in the division for the 
season, as well as five of the top 10 players in the Best & Fairest for 
Division 3.

During the season, the club held its first ever Indigenous Round, 
in recognition of the strong First Nations representation in the 
women’s team. The team wore a special Indigenous Round 
guernsey, designed by artist Shane Cook, who also designed the 
Adelaide Crows Indigenous guernsey in 2020. Shane drew on the 
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Blackfriars’ Wonder Women
The BOSFC women celebrating their premiership win and the team in their Indigenous Round guernsey.

totems of BOSFC’s First Nations players for his design and they 
were all represented on the guernsey.

In 2022, we have formed a second women’s team which will 
compete in Division 2 and 2R of the Adelaide Footy League’s 
women’s competition. Nine of our women’s players from 2021 
have been competing in the 2022 SANFL Women’s competition, 
which started in early February. This is a great credit not only to 

those players, but also to Lacky Sandford and his women’s football 
program. 

With players ranging from 17 to 52, everyone is welcome to become 
part of the BOSFC women’s footy family.

Jon Harmer
BOSFC Committee Member

Premiership coach Lachy Sandford (BPS’97) celebrates with his players after clinching the 2021 Premiership.
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We start the 2022 season with a new line-
up of coaches, sponsors and yet another 
team to add to our ever-growing club. 
This year, BOSA FC has five senior men’s teams in the SAASL 
Saturday divisions, as well as three senior women’s teams in FSA 
Sunday divisions. We had an influx of female players this year, 
which means our women’s program has grown yet again with the 
introduction of a third team competing this season, another history-
making moment for the club. 

With record player numbers, BOSA FC continues to grow and  
remain one of the leading amateur clubs in the state. This year, 
the teams are headed up by an experienced coaching group led by 
former A-League Adelaide United and Melbourne Victory player 
Matthew Kemp coaching our men’s Premier A team, assisted by 
Marc Caperna. 

Paul Festa will coach the men’s Premier B side, assisted by Adam 
Carbone, the men’s Premier C team will be coached by Nick Guidolin 
and Jared Bastable and the men’s C2 and Over 35s coached by 
Angelo Grasso and Joe Marcucci. 

Our women’s program is led for the third season in a row by Division 
2 coach Adam Manning, assisted by Bobby Tuffs, with the women’s 
Division 4 side coached by Joseph DeMaria (BPS’15) and Aladin 
Irabona (BPS’15) and our new division 5 team coached by Antonio 
Nardone. 

We are excited to have such an experienced coaching group to lead 
us in 2022 and, with a tough pre-season now behind us, we are ready 
to hit the ground running and hope it’s a year with great success 
across the board. 

This season we enter into a new three-year sponsorship term and 
we are proud to announce our new and continued support from 
our existing sponsors for the 2022-2024 seasons. For the third 
consecutive term, Schinella’s – Your Local market (Luke – BPS’07, 
and Michael Schinella – BPS’05) and Buildtec (Anthony Carrocci) 

have signed on as Diamond and Platinum sponsors respectively. 

We would also like to acknowledge the following sponsors who are 
new in 2022 – Barber Society, Aspire Building, Design & Drafting 
(Anthony Primavera – BPS’01), The Cannoli Box, Muratti Cakes & 
Gateaux (Jimmy Parris - BPS’00), RetailInk (Joe Calabria – BPS’94), 
SA Suspension and Blackfriars Priory School. 

A special mention to the existing sponsors who have signed on for 
another term – Body Fit Physio (Tim Delvins – BPS’04), My Local 
Butcher (Liam West), Pizze in Giro (Angelo Caiazza – BPS’01), Trio 
Australia, Terry Howe Printing, Café Di Roma, Perry’s Bakery (Enzo 
Perre – BPS’88), Belgravia Apparel (Joe Siciliano BPS’ 01). 

Thank you to all new and existing sponsors; your generous 
contributions help make our vision a reality. As we continue to grow 
as a club, partnerships with our sponsors are vital to our success on 
and off the field and we look forward to working together over the 
next three seasons.

A bit of information about fixtures – our women’s competition is well 
under way now, with their home games played as a triple header at 
Charles Cane Reserve on Sundays. Division 5 kicks off at 9.30am, 
division 4 at 11.30am and division 2 at 1.30pm. 

With the men’s competition, home games are played on Saturdays, 
also at Charles Cane Reserve, with the Premier Cs kicking off at 
11am, Premier Bs at 1pm and Premier As at 3pm. Our men’s C2 side 
play their home fixtures on Monday nights under lights, 7pm kick off, 
and Over35s play their home fixtures on Friday nights under lights, 
from 7pm. There are so many opportunities to support the Hounds 
this season, so we hope to see as many of you out there as possible, 
whether it be to the men’s or women’s games, or both. 

Stay up to date with BOSA FC news via our website bosafc.com.au 
and follow us on social media – Facebook, Twitter and Instagram  
@bosafc98. For any inquiries, please email us – info@bosafc.com.au

Record numbers for Hounds

Ralph Armiento (BPS’88)
BOSA FC General Secretary

1. The 2022 leadership group. 2. Club sponsors (from left) Angelo Caiazza (BPS’01), 
from Pizze In Giro (Silver Sponsr), Anthony Primavera (BPS’01), from Aspire Building 
Design and Drafting (Gold Sponsor) and John Paul Romeo, from Cannoli Box (Silver 
Sponsor). 3. Celebrating the BOSA FC women’s season launch. 4. Men’s Premier A 
Coach Matthew Kemp with General Secretary Ralph Armiento (BPS’88). 5. Women’s B 
Coaches Joseph DeMaria & Aladin Irabona 6. Women’s A Coach Adam Manning 
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The weather was gloomy but in no way 
dampened spirits when Blackfriars 
hosted its third annual Children of Old 
Scholars Barbeque lunch.

More than 20 former Blackfriars boys – whose graduating 
years spanned more than two decades – joined their sons, and 
one Early Learning Centre student daughter, for the Term 4 
event, which is fast becoming a highlight of the old scholars’ 
calendar.

After the barbecue lunch, the dads joined their children for 
games in the gym – with some of the slightly older Blackfriars 
boys showing their competitive spirit remained strong.

Old scholar Paul Page (BPS’86), whose sons Hudson and 
Lincoln are in Years 8 and 5, was proud of his family’s 
continued connection to Blackfriars.

“As an old scholar, I think it’s fantastic that the school has 
decided to promote and rejoice the fact that my boys, Hudson 
and Lincoln, are part of the generational link to Blackfriars,” 
Mr Page said. 

“To us as a family, it gives a strong sense of belonging to the 
school’s community, and to the boys themselves, a feeling of 
pride in being educated at Blackfriars.”

Blackfriars’ Development Officer - Old Scholars & Community 
Jon Harmer, whose own time at Blackfriars dates back to 
1979 and whose son, Patrick (BPS’05), is an old scholar, said 
the event was a great way to recognise and thank the former 
students for entrusting the school with their own children’s 
education.

“These old scholars remember their time at Blackfriars with 
great affection and they want those same experiences for 
their own children,”  
Mr Harmer said.

Any old scholars with sons/daughters currently at Blackfriars 
who want to be part of the 2022 event can contact Jon Harmer 
at jharmer@bps.sa.edu.au

Shannon Caton
Communications Officer

Dads head back 
to school

1. Blackfriars old scholars and their children at the 3rd annual barbecue.  
2. Jeremy Traeger (BPS’95) with sons Brae, Morrissey and Cohen.
3. Paul Page (BPS’86) with sons Lincoln and Hudson.
4. Scott Boyd-Turner (BPS’86) with son Harry. 2 3 4
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However, most would be unaware that numerous gatherings of 
old scholars also take place outside of the formal reunions. 

When old scholar and current resident of Hong Kong Tim Lock 
(BPS’99) agreed to share his story in a recent edition of The 
OPtimist, it soon became apparent that he was just one of four old 
scholars living in Hong Kong.  

With a bit of further investigation, it became apparent that none 
of the four “Hong Kong Hounds” had met. Former head prefect 
Christopher Harford (BPS’80) organised the reunion of himself, 
Tim, Stephen Boddington (BPS’86) and Matthew Voon (BPS’86).

Feedback to Blackfriars was that they had a great night, which 
now promises to be repeated in the future. Well done, guys.

Our second reunion was slightly closer to home, in Canberra. 
The 1963-64-65 Blackfriars Old Boys Group Canberra Chapter 
has been mentioned previously in The OPtimist, often rallied 

Reunions...with a twist

1. (From left) Tim Lock, Christopher Harford, Matthew Voon and Stephen Boddington at the Hong Kong gathering. 2. Paul Varsanyi, Roger Bernau, Jens von 
Brasch, Bostijan Savle, Mike Lyons and Patrick Regan at the Canberra reunion.  3. (From left) Scott Robinson, Andrew Robinson, Tony Yialis, Gary Mavrinac, 
Greville Ingham, Jon Harmer, Michael Den Dekker, Andrew Triggs, Rodney Pridham and John McGovern at the Water Polo reunion.

by the very well-organised Paul Varsanyi (BPS’64). So, when it 
was ascertained that another Blackfriars old scholar, Bostijan 
Savle (BPS’90), was the proud manager of well-known popular 
Canberra café The Bean & Table, it was very easy to rally  
the troops. 

While delayed initially due to Covid, the day finally did come. The 
result? A very nice meal at Bostijan’s café, sharing fun and, to 
quote Paul, “drawing comparisons between Bostijan’s era at

Blackfriars and the mid ’60s era on topics such as teachers, 
facilities, student culture and even corporal punishment”.

Paul went on to say: “The memories were always fond, but 
sometimes hazy, and elicited much laughter. It was droll noting 
how much had changed in 25 years, even in terms of final-year 
boy numbers (a fourfold increase by 1990!), the uniforms worn, 
attitudes and lots more, but many other features have, thankfully, 
remained constant.”

Well done, once again, to the Canberra Chapter and Bostijan. Your 
school pride from afar is very apparent!

The last of our unusual reunions did take place in Adelaide, but 
was a significant reunion none the less. 

When old scholar Rodney Pridham (BPS’83) left Blackfriars, his 
life journey took him all over Australia, working in the Outback 

In the 10 years of The OPtimist, many 
reunions have been chronicled, both 
by text and photographs. 

and Darwin for 20-plus years, only to bring him back to 
Adelaide in 2018, working in construction. 

Rodney, or “Rocket” as he was known back in the day due 
to his explosive swimming prowess, had completely lost 
touch with his old Blackfriars buddies, but soon set about 
touching base with his swimming and water polo mates 
from 40 years ago. 

As their numbers grew, a reunion seemed appropriate 
and where better than at the Cheeky Greek Café at Henley 
Beach, which is run by former teammate and old scholar 
Tony (Yiros) Yialis (BPS’83).

Roll on to 2022, and few of the boys are back in the pool 
in a Blackfriars old scholars social water polo team. Well 
done, guys. Long may it continue. 

Jon Harmer 
Development Officer - Old Scholars & Community

3
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Class of 2012 reunion
Thanks to the “boys” from the Class of 
2012 for coming back to Blackfriars on 
Friday 11 March for their 10-year reunion. 

To be Covid safe with a group of 45 or so, we gathered outside 
in front of St Catharine’s, with the beautiful backdrop of the new 
Aquinas Centre for all to behold.  Following our school tour, we 
gathered for a meal and a night of reminiscences in North Adelaide. 
Thanks again, guys, it was good to see you all.

Jon Harmer 
Development Officer - Old Scholars & Community

Harrison Gilbertson (BPS’11)

Working as an actor, I have been fortunate enough to complete 16 
film and television roles, both in Australia and internationally. 

For the past four years, I have been based in New York City with my 
wife, Lucy. We received our US green cards and became permanent 
residents here in 2020. Recently, we adopted a dog (Mr Neville 
Longbottom) and have moved to a new apartment in the Greenpoint 
area of Brooklyn. 

We feel very blessed to be where we are in life now, after the trying 
years of obtaining that green card during such a politically turbulent 
time in America, as well as living here through the very 

difficult first year of the Covid-19 pandemic, when New York was the 
epicentre of the virus. A very tough time, but the growth both in our 
personal and professional life was ultimately priceless in getting us 
to where we are now. We are very grateful. 

As pandemic life began to open up over here in the latter half of 
2021, I have been fortunate enough to work on three different 
projects – a television series for Amazon from the creators of 
Westworld called The Peripheral (which will air later this year), a 
film with Billy Bob Thornton and Robin Wright called Where All Light 
Tends To Go and, most recently, I just came back from filming a 
role in Christopher Nolan’s next film, Oppenheimer. I feel extremely 
blessed and excited for what is to come next … but, for now, it’s time 
for a much-needed visit home to Adelaide to see my family! 

I always remember fondly my time at Blackfriars and how my time 
there helped shape me as a person. 

I am particularly always so grateful for (and will never forget) the 
space and time my teachers and the school gave me in my later high 
school years as I balanced both my school work and travelling acting 
work. That was a truly beautiful gift in the development of my life. 

I am proud to call myself a Blackfriars old scholar.

I was a student at Blackfriars from 
Year 3 onwards. Since graduating from 
Blackfriars in 2011, I have had many a 
journey and story. 

Blackfriars to the big screen

1. Blackfriars old scholar, New York-based actor Harrison Gilbertson (BPS’11) with wife Lucy. 2. Harrison and Lucy’s dog,  
Mr Neville Longbottom.
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2022 REUNIONS
Class of 2002 | 10-year reunion | Friday 6 May 
Contact Monty Neate at montyneate@gmail.com or  
Simon Calleja at calleja.simon@gmail.com

Class of 1992 | 30-year reunion | Friday 2 September 
Contact Dharmesh Raman at dharmesh.raman@
petershearer.com or Mark Iadanza at  
miadanza@adam.com.au

Class of 1982 | 40-year reunion | Friday 21 October 
Contact David O’Loughlin at d.a.oloughlin@gmail.com or  
Gary Mavrinac at garymavrinac@gmail.com

Class of 1970/71/72 | 50-year reunion | Friday 5 August 
Contact Tim Delaney at deteez@adam.com.au or  
Michael Delaney at vickmick56@gmail.com

Class of 1963/’64/’65 reunion | Saturday 15 October 
Contact Paul Varsanyi at varsanyi@aapt.net.au

2023 reunions 
If you are interested in being a reunion contact in 2023  
for the classes of 1953, ’63, ’73, ’83, ’93, ’03 or ’13, contact  
Jon Harmer at jharmer@bps.sa.edu.au

1

1. Old scholars (front) James Bulian and Jack Sandercock and (rear) Mason Armfiled and Nik Tomljenovic.  
2. The Class of 2012 enjoying their 10-year reunion.



Welcome to 
the world

Liam Morris (BPS’01) and Leah Sommerfield welcomed their 
son, Terry, on 8 December 2021, at the Women’s and Children’s 
Hospital. Terry weighed 3.2kg and was 50cm long.

Ben Thorn (BPS’05) and Kate Helmore 
welcomed their daughter, Cecelia Nerida, on 
15 March 2022, at the Women’s and Children’s 
Hospital. Cecelia weighed 3.43kg and was 
53cm long.

Luke Ames (BPS’05) and Olivia Ames welcomed their son, 
Oscar Antonio, on 1 January 2022, at North Eastern Hospital. 
Oscar weighed 2.99kg and was 46cm long.

1953-2022 1957-2021

1970-2021

Fr Karl Emerick 
Peter Dunn John Zandona  

Fr Karl Emerick was ordained a priest on 4 July 2014, at St Stephen’s 
Cathedral, Brisbane. He spent his formative years with the Dominicans 
in Brisbane, Hong Kong and Melbourne, before working at Blackfriars 
as Chaplain from 2014-17 and parish priest at North Adelaide, before 
suffering a massive stroke in February 2019.

His personality and innovative teaching of Drama made him a much-loved 
teacher and a very popular member of staff. 

In a short period of time, Fr Karl’s influence on the students at Blackfriars 
and wider parish community became very apparent. 

His early career in child protection before entering the priesthood, contributed 
greatly to his care for those who were suffering and in need of help. We thank 
Fr Karl for his commitment not only to Blackfriars, but also the entire North 
Adelaide Parish. Rest in Peace.

Peter Dunn was a staff member at Blackfriars from 1979-1983. 
Peter’s larger-than-life personality and innovative teaching 
of Drama made him a much-loved teacher and a very popular 
member of staff. 

As an old scholar of St Dominic’s and Blackfriars, Peter decided to 
become a Priest, training with the Dominican Order in Canberra. He 
returned to Blackfriars in the mid 1980s, choosing his final vocation 
working as a teacher and later working as a very well-respected, 
influential member of the Australian arts and theatre scene. 

Thank you from all at Blackfriars, Peter. Rest in peace. 

John Zandona was Primary School Principal at Blackfriars from 
1999-2008. 

A point not known by many was that John was also an old scholar, 
spending 1976 at Blackfriars completing Year 12. As Primary 
Principal at Blackfriars, it soon became clear that John worked 
in a very quiet, efficient manner. His friendly interaction with both 
staff and students was another hallmark of his tenure. 

Post-Blackfriars, John worked at Semaphore Dominican School. 
We thank John for his contribution to the education of so many in 
the Primary School at Blackfriars. Rest in peace.

It is with great sadness that Blackfriars mourns the passing of three 
former staff members.

Collectively, these three men touched the lives of thousands of families 
and students at Blackfriars. Individually, they each left a significant 
mark on three diverse sections of the wider Blackfriars community. 

Jon Harmer 
Development Officer - Old Scholars & Community

Obituaries 
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