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 2021 REUNIONS

     New soft landscaping including trees and garden beds

     Enhanced lighting 

     New hard landscaping at the front of the school including 
school entrances and paving around St Catharine’s

     A covered outdoor learning area

     New outdoor furniture

     Modifications and additional stormwater infrastructure

The program of works has been developed by Swanbury 
Penglase, in conjunction with Blackfriars, and has a projected 
completion estimated to be towards the end of August 2021. 

NEw STRATEGIC PLAN 2021-24 AND REVIEw OF MASTER 
FACILITIES PLAN 

The School is currently in the final stages of refinement of 
the new Strategic Plan 2021-24. The plan has developed and 
taken shape through consultation with students, staff, parents, 
old scholars and the Board. The plan envisages building on 
the solid foundational Dominican pillars of the school with a 
strong emphasis on leadership, community connection, being 
true to our identity and being driven to achieve the highest 
quality outcomes for students and the Blackfriars community. 
I thank all parents and old scholars who have contributed to 
the consultation process including the community survey and 
the focused discussion groups. Your voice has significantly 
influenced the direction of the final strategic plan.

The school is also in the process of reviewing the Master 
Facilities Plan. We have achieved the first step of the current 
Master Facilities Plan in completing an outstanding learning 
facility, the Aquinas Centre. The enhancement of the Western 
Campus landscape and the celebration of our Dominican 
heritage through the Commemorative Walkway, a project 
promised in 2016 during the celebration of the Dominican 
800 Year journey, is the second step (although not specifically 
identified in the original Master Facilities Plan). 

The development of the new Strategic Plan 2021-2024 and the 
review of the current Master Facilities Plan will enable the 
governance and leadership bodies of the School to identify 
the next building priority for Blackfriars, with a view to begin 
the planning process for the next building construction to 
commence in 2023.

As a school founded on Dominican spirituality and passion 
for learning and discovering the central truth in life, it is our 
mission to renew and repurpose Blackfriars for today, tomorrow 
and the unforeseeable future. Adjusting the compass from 
a great school, to creating a learning environment that will 
empower young boys to become men that are connected to 
community, driven by ambition, charged to be world leaders and 
above all, men of integrity that are true to self and others. 

Simon Cobiac 
Principal
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existing buildings, for example: The Saint Albert the Great Chapel 
(2003), the Frassati Hall (through the Federal Government’s 
Building Education Revolution Funding 2008), the Early Learning 
Centre (2013) and most recently renovations of the John Neill 
Gymnasium (2018) and the Materials Design Technology Building 
(2020). 

So, the opening of a new stand-alone building was a cause for 
much celebration in our community and also the catalyst for 
much to reflection.

The Aquinas Centre reaffirms the importance of learning and 
wellbeing of every student in our Blackfriars community. We 
desire every student to thrive as a learner, to be fully alive and 
to have every opportunity to grow as a person in Prayer, Study, 
Community and Service, the four pillars of our Dominican school.

The contemporary architecture and interior design of the Aquinas 
Centre makes a statement that we want our students to be bold 
and forward-thinking learners.  Learners who strive to seek the 
truth (veritas) in all things and apply this truth to their lives. 

Most importantly, we want every student to embrace the 
opportunity and challenges of learning to further develop as a 
confident young man with a pathway to the future and a belief that 
they can make a positive difference for good in our world. 

wHAT DOES OUR NEw BUILDING, THE AqUINAS CENTRE SAY 
TO OUR BLACKFRIARS COMMUNITY? 

quite simply, the opening of the Aquinas Centre demonstrates 
the commitment of Blackfriars to provide the highest quality 
education for boys.  It is further springboard from which 
Blackfriars will become the best school for boys in Australia.

The Aquinas Centre is the completion of the first stage of the 
Master Plan and a statement of intention and commitment to 
transform and reimage the school over the next twenty years.

The symbolism in and around the Aquinas Centre also commits 
our school community to see Jesus at the center of our life. 
This is powerfully illustrated by the Risen Christ triptych on the 
Northern wall, viewed from the foot of the staircase.

The Indigenous artwork by local Kaurna artist Allan Sumner, 
mounted on the Eastern wall, reminds us that we are on Kaurna 
land and we are committed to be a voice for Reconciliation with 
our First Nations people.

The words, “Veritas: The search for Truth” seen as people walk on 
the pathway to the building is a reminder of our quest to search 
for the truth in all things; leading to a deeper understanding of 
God and His Universe. 

wESTERN CAMPUS REDEVELOPMENT:  
DOMINICAN COMMEMORATIVE wALKwAY 

In September 2020, the Board approved the redevelopment of 
the western side of the campus. 

works will include:

     An 800-year commemorative walkway with bands identifying 
canonized (Saints) and beatified Dominican 

The Blessing and Opening of the Aquinas Centre on Friday,  
29 January 2021 was a special and significant occasion in the life 
of our school community. we were honored to have the following 
dignitaries attend the event:

  
   Archbishop Patrick O’Regan DD, Archbishop of Adelaide

     Fr Anthony Walsh OP, Prior Provincial of the Order of 
Preachers in Australia and New Zealand 

    Members of the Adelaide Dominican community, Fr Kevin 
Saunders, Prior and Fr Paul Rankin, Parish Priest

    The Honorable Rachel Sanderson, Member for Adelaide

    The Honorable Mr Steve Georganas, Federal Member for 
Adelaide

    Professor Denis Ralph, Chair of the South Australian 
Commission for Catholic Schools

   Dr Neil McGoran, Director of Catholic Education SA

    Mr David O’Loughlin, Chair of the Blackfriars Board

Many other distinguished guests attended the opening including 
members of the School Board and Board Sub-committees, 
Principals of Adelaide Dominican Schools and company delegates 
who contributed to the building of the Aquinas Centre.  Prefects, 
House Captains and Primary Student Action Committee 
represented the students and many more of our school 
community joined us by live-stream from their learning and 
working areas. We were also delighted that Fr John Neill (OP), 
the longest serving Principal of Blackfriars was able to join us by 
live-stream from Sydney. In essence, the whole school community 
was present at the celebration, highlighting the importance of this 
milestone event in the life of Blackfriars.

The Aquinas Centre is the first major stand-alone building at 
Blackfriars since the John Neill Gymnasium in 1980. There have 
been numerous excellent extensions, renovations and additions to 

From the Principal
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A+
97% OF ALL  

GRADES ACHIEVED IN  
THE TOP 3 BANDS

A+ Grades Merit Awards

A A-

Of All GradesGrades achieved 
in the A BAND

253 27%

24 10
Class of ‘20  
Laureate Assembly

A+ Grade students

 A-Grade distribution 
per subject area

sACE Results
The Dominican Pillar of Community was an overarching theme at this 
year’s Laureate Assembly, touched on by Principal Simon Cobiac, 2021 
student leaders and also the outgoing Class of 2020. The Laureate 
Assembly celebrates those students who received subject merit 
awards in their SACE from the preceding school year, as well as those 
who achieved ATARs of over 90. A number of scholarships and awards 
for the new school year are also presented at this event.

This year, the Blackfriars community listened to speeches from 2020 Dux 
Cornas Ling, who spoke not only of the hard work and resilience that was 
required to succeed in Year 12, but also of the special people in his life who 
made his outstanding ATAR of 99.9 possible.

“…to the incredible teachers here at Blackfriars, it still amazes me to 
this day on how you deal with such clowns…I mean students, while being 
generous and supportive of us throughout our Year 12 journey,” said Cornas.

“I would like to take this opportunity to thank all staff and teachers for their 
tremendous effort and care they had provided for us students, especially 
in 2020. It is because of your support we are able to prosper and grow into 
wonderful young men.”

Ali Mohammadi, Jordan of Saxony Award winner for 2020, also spoke of the 
support he received at Blackfriars and how this helped him find a sense of 
belonging in Australia.

“My achievement of this award is a testament to a great school. It shows 
how the support and nurturing of a community can help the smallest, most 
insignificant kid strive for excellence. When I was young, all I dreamed of 
was not to be a victim of racial vilification. I assumed that I would be paid a 
scant wage farming food for a country that would not accept me,” he said.

“…I leave Blackfriars knowing that I have a place of belonging – that I owe 
much of who I am to the Pillars and to those that live by them,” said Ali.

2021 Head Prefect, Lewis Saint, picked up on this theme of belonging and 
support, as he announced the Prefect group’s focus for this year to be 
strengthening and growing the Pillar of Community within the school.

with role models and friends like those in the Class of 2020, we’re sure 
our 2021 leadership group will be inspired to fulfil this promise and 
stay connected to their school for years to come.

Achieved an ATAR of 
90+ placing them in the 
Top 10% in Australia

Achieved an ATAR of 
99+ placing them in 
the Top 1% in Australia

Achieved an ATAR of  
75 + placing them in the 
Top 25% in Australia

100%

40%

3

11

SACE Completion

Class of ‘20

Daniel Bui Digital Technologies*

Harry Catley Music Performance - Solo#

Minh Trung Do^ Mathematical Methods

Yemo Koo^  Mathematical Methods,  
 Specialist Mathematics

Peter Le  English*, Integrated Learning

Cornas Ling  Chemistry*, Japanese,  
 Mathematical Methods#, Physics*

Gianni Macolino  Music Performance - Ensemble#

Ali Mohammadi  Health*, Religion Studies*

Trung Nguyen  Biology*, English Literary Studies, 
Physics

Ryan Ponte  Essential English*

Francis Snelling   Mathematical Methods*#, 
Specialist Mathematics*, Physics

Joseph Snelling^  Research Project

Brandon Truong^  Biology*, Research Project

* with MERIT, ^ Year 11, # achieved in Year 11 (2019)

99.90

94.45 93.35 92.90 92.10 91.85 90.95

99.45 99.25 97.80 96.65

Sciences 

Business, Enterprise 
& Technology  

Languages 

English

56

Mathematics 

47

7

Health &  
Physical Education

7 42

Arts

10

16
Cross 

Disciplinary

23
Humanities & 

Social Sciences

45
Class of ‘20 students who achieved ATARs of 90+, pictured with Principal Simon Cobiac  
and Chair of the Board David O’Loughlin
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secondary events

Athletics Carnival

swimming Carnival
The start to the new school year is always a 
big adjustment for senior students; the level of 
complexity increases and more is expected of their 
effort and commitment to their studies. However, 
there are also a number of events throughout the first 
term that enable students to let off some steam, bond 
with their Houses and have some fun.

Athletics and Swimming Carnivals are two obvious examples, 
but the boys also get a lot of enjoyment out of establishing 
new buddy relationships with the junior students through our 
pastoral care program, getting out and about on camps and 
excursions, and cheering on their mates in House Volleyball 
competitions – which culminated in some very high-stakes staff 
vs students games.

Our Prefects’ focus for 2021 is the Dominican Pillar of 
Community, and that has been a cornerstone of the events 
and fundraisers they have led so far this year. We finished the 
term with one particularly powerful event, the Blackfriars 
Greatest Shave, where students and staff from across the 
secondary school shaved their heads to raise funds for Mary 
Potter Foundation. Most of us have been touched by cancer in 
some way, so the cancer care and end of life support provided 
by Mary Potter is a cause close to many of our hearts. And it 
showed! We headed into the shave day with over $4000 raised, 
and we continued to take cash donations throughout assembly 
which got us well and truly past our goal of $5000. It also meant 
that among the head shavers, we had one very brave ponytail 
chopper in Miss Comley, who had promised the boys she would 
lop her locks if they reached the big 5K. 

On Friday 12 February, Blackfriars held its 51st 
annual swimming carnival at the Adelaide Aquatic 
Centre. It was a fun day out for staff and students 
alike, with plenty of successes across both 
swimming and water polo – and of course the  
novelty continuous relay.

It was a hard-fought battle for first place, with the lead 
changing multiple times during the day. In fact, the final result 
came down to a margin of only four points (and only 30 points 
between first and third place), but ultimately Denifle/Jarrett 
edged out the competition to claim victory. It was great to see 
students get into the spirit of the event, cheering each other on 
and supporting their Houses.

As is tradition, the swimming carnival trophy was presented 
to the winning Denifle and Jarrett House Captains by an old 
scholar. This year that privilege was given to Gary Mavrinac. 
Gary was an accomplished water polo player during his time at 
Blackfriars, and has continued his association with the sport 
ever since. He represented South Australia as a goalkeeper, as 
well as holding key positions on the board of Water Polo SA. In 
fact, he’s still playing in goals for the Adelaide Vikings Water 
Polo Club, in a team with a number of other Blackfriars old 
scholars. 

Gary’s return to his school’s swimming carnival came almost 
40 years to the day after he accepted the winners’ cup as 
House Captain for Spence – for the first time. Gary also led 
Spence to victory in 1982 and 1983!

The 2021 Secondary Athletics Carnival took place on 
March 18 at the SA Athletics Stadium. After a year with 
no carnival in 2020, it was great to have our students 
back together participating and competing in track and 
field events and bringing a sense of community through 
their Houses. 

Once again Burke/Lacordaire (our 2019 winners) and Denifle/Jarrett 
(our 2019 runners up and recent swimming carnival winners) were 
neck-and-neck for most of the day. In the early afternoon Denifle/
Jarrett took the lead and never looked back as they consistently 
gathered top 3 finishes in the relays, 800m races and afternoon  
field events.

One individual highlight for the day was the record broken by Head 
Prefect Lewis Saint in the Open 400m. Lewis achieved a new record  
of 51.00 sec beating the previous record from 2004 of 51.40 sec. 

True to her word, Miss Comley is now sporting a bob, and her 
commitment inspired a number of extra staff members to come 
forward for the shave on the day. We look forward to this event 
becoming a regular part of the calendar, and seeing which staff and 
students will take on the challenge next year.

A huge thank you to our friends at Barbery - the Craft of a Barber 
Academy for doing the honours on the day and for their ongoing 
support of Blackfriars.

David Ruggiero (BPS ’92) 
Deputy Principal (Secondary)

All students should be congratulated on the amazing participation 
and competition at both carnivals and throughout the events 
held at school prior (3000m running and Javelin). The amazing 
staff and volunteer students also ensured both carnivals were a 
great success through completing a range of administration roles 
such as timing, judging and scoring. Finally, it was great to also 
see families able to attend and support students at the athletics 
carnival; thanks for your support!

Now, down to the results:
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Denifle / Jarrett - 2602.5 points1st

Burke / Lacordaire - 2416.5 points2nd

Horten/Aquinas -2198 points3rd

De Vitoria/Lagrange  -1909 points4th

Denifle / Jarrett - 863 points1st

Burke / Lacordaire - 859 points2nd

De Vitoria / Lagrange -833 points3rd

Horten / Aquinas -736points4th

1

2

3

1.   Director of Development Patrick Kelly braves the shave  
alongside Head Prefect Lewis Saint.

2.   Denifle / Jarrett Captains and Vice-Captains pose with the  
Swimming Carnial Cup

3.   Senior races are always a highlight of the day, but nothing beats 
the enthusiasm and House Spirit shown during tug-of-war



swimming Carnival
Even though the Swimming Carnival had no spectators (due to 
Aquatic Centre COVID regulations) the day was excellent, with 
plenty of participation and fun. The results are as follows:

2nd Cussen (White) - 387

2nd Cussen (White) - 793

Dowling (Blue) - 2504th

Dowling (Blue) - 5804th

Spence (Gold) - 3223rd

SPENCE (GOLD) - 9081st

CANDLER (RED) - 3921st

CANDLER (RED) - 6883rdSwIMMING AGE CHAMPIONS

SPORTS DAY AGE CHAMPIONS

U9 – Lincoln Huynh (Candler)

U10 – Jack Galkowski (Candler)

U11 – Alex ward (Cussen)

U12 – Aedan Ryan (Candler) U9  - Braxton Jensen (Spence)

U10 – Charlie Roissetter (Spence)

U11 – Alex Ward (Cussen)

U12 – Tarquin Forby (Spence)

Thanks go to Nick Cheary for organising both Sports Day 
and Swimming Carnival, and to all the staff and Year 10 PE 
class for ensuring all events ran smoothly. The P&F are to 
be congratulated too as they supplied food, refreshments 
and lucky dips for the masses (and raised some $4000 in 
the process)!

Sports Day was held at school and so 
spectators were allowed to attend. 
And they came in hordes! A huge 
crowd and perfect overcast conditions 
made for an outstanding day.

primary sports Day

After an interesting year just gone, it 
was great to start 2021 with positivity 
and confidence.
Staffing was very stable coming into the 
year, with only a few minor changes. Beau 
Leonard came in to replace Steph La Forgia 
in the Year 4/5 class, with Jo West taking art 
in addition to her leadership and curriculum 
roles. All other classes remained with their 
2020 teachers. A stable and enthusiastic 
team augers well for 2021!

We’ve welcomed some new students to the 
primary school this year, including not only 
our boisterous Receptions but also some 
boys in the upper year levels. We hope 
they’re feeling settled and truly part of the 
community by the end of Term 1.

Some key events in the primary school 
so far this year have of course been our 
Swimming Carnival and Sports Day, as 
discussed below, but it’s been a busy term 
on plenty of other fronts too. The primary 

courtyard was upgraded with new turf 
and handball courts, as well as some 
playground maintenance. Students enjoyed 
taking part in Library Lovers Day, Shrove 
Tuesday and Harmony Day – celebrating 
our commitments to the pillars of Study, 
Prayer and Community.

We also continued our buddy program with 
the senior school, creating opportunities 
for boys to come together across ages and 
backgrounds to form supportive bonds. 
To finish the term we had our annual 
migration exhibition, where the year 6 
students showcase the multidisciplinary 
projects they have worked on throughout 
the term, focusing on the life of a refugee 
or migrant in their family or community. As 
always, it’s wonderful to see the boys’ pride 
in their work, as well as their curiosity 
about the many diverse cultures in our 
community.

Frank Ali 
Head of Primary

primary events student 
Leaders
Our Leaders were selected 
early in the term the boys 
have been working hard to 
represent their peers.

Our Primary Monitors for 2021:  
Mark Tsavdaridis and  
Anay Vishal from Year 6N

Ashton Zeuner and  
Daniel Akhlaqi from Year 6V

Spence 
Captain: Ivan Zunic   
Vice: Tarquin Forby

Cussen (white) 
Captain: Alex Ward  
Vice: Joshua Dennis

Dowling 
Captain: Ben Stargatt  
Vice: Joseph De Sanctis

Candler 
Captain: Panteli Vasilopoulos  
Vice: Aedan Ryan 

House Captains and Vice Captains

Reception S: Lincoln West

Year 1M: Jasper Skinner

Year 2A: Spencer Moore

Year 3C: Mitch Babaniotis

Year 4: Alex Semcesen

Year 4/5 L: Year 5 – Jacob Romano 

 Year 4 – Jack Galkowski

Year 5/6V:  Year 5 – Keyan Ashna 

 Year 6 – Hamish Swan 

Year 6N: Riaan Singla 

Our Student Action Council
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2.   Spence Captain Ivan Zunic and Vice-Captain Tarquin Forby accept  
the winners’ shield from Mr Ali

2

1.   Novelty events are a fun team-building 
part of Swimming Carnival

1



“We All Belong” is such an important part 
of Early Learning Centre culture and in 
preparation for a life of cultural inclusivity. The 
idea of belonging is explored and celebrated in 
many different forms in the ELC. 

The formal part of our day begins with a time when we come 
together and have prayer and the Kaurna acknowledgement. The 
sense of belonging extends to the whole school and then the broader 
community.

We celebrated our community at the beginning of this year with 
a family picnic on the back lawns of the school. It was a beautiful 
evening for families to mingle, play and enjoy an al fresco dinner 
together. Also at this event, we presented every ELC student with a 
Blackfriars Hound toy, to symbolise their belonging in the Blackfriars 
family. You may like to head back to the Spring 2020 edition to read 
about the meaning of the Hound for Dominican communities!

Back to our day-to-day business, we thank Father William for 
guiding us in Chapel visits this term. Each home room followed 
Father William into the Chapel where he explained the importance 
of being reverent and quiet. He talked of being at peace with God. 
He showed us the colour of the robes worn in accordance with the 
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Blackfriars honours the traditions of the 
Catholic Church in a variety of ways. 
With Term 1 being the Lenten term,  
Lent and Easter are our key faith events 
during this period. 

We celebrated Shrove Tuesday with the customary pancake 
cook-up, with pancakes and crepes served up across the 
school by our Year 12 student-leaders, who did an excellent 
job. Our ELC also got in on the action, making their own 
pancakes and learning all about Lent.

Ash Wednesday was marked with a whole-school Mass led 
by old scholar Fr Pat Lopresti. Fr Pat was also invited to lead 
this Mass for us as a celebration of his ordination, which took 
place late last year. Students in ELC to Yr 2 began at separate 
children’s liturgies in the Chapel of St Albert the Great and 
Frassati Hall, where they experienced the Word of God and 
reflected in a more accessible age-appropriate way.

The juniors then joined the rest of the school to receive 
ashes and to witness the Liturgy of the Eucharist. Ashes 
were sprinkled on heads this year instead of the customary 
forehead crosses this year, to ensure COVID safety. As usual, 
our students showed exceptional reverence and appreciation 
of the occasion.

For Holy Week, Stations of the Cross liturgies were attended 
in the Chapel of St Albert the Great by several classes.

The major liturgical event for the whole school was the Last 
Supper and Passion Play. Students witnessed a re-enactment 
of our Lord’s final hours, performed by our student leaders 
(Prefects, YCS and year 9-12 Drama Classes). It was a moving 
experience which prepared our students for a restful and 
reflective Easter break.

During a whole-school assembly in week 11, we reflected 
on the resurrection (Easter Sunday). Fr William led a prayer 
that included an excellent video explanation of the day’s 
Resurrection Scripture, The Road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-
25). Upon exiting, each student was given an Easter Egg as a 
mark of the celebration of new life.

Easter presents the extremes of life: the suffering Christ and 
the ecstasy of His resurrection. Life can be very difficult, and 
this event reminds us that God is always with us, that our 
suffering is innately human, and that there is always hope. We 
resolve to bring that hope with us throughout the rest of the 
school year, and indeed our lives.

Matthew Crisanti
Assistant Principal, Religious Identity and Mission (APRIM)

church calendar and their significance. We looked at the Cross and 
Chalice as symbols of the church and explored the sign of the cross 
as part of Catholic ritual.

Harmony Day was again celebrated on Wednesday 17th March with 
much joy. The ELC, together with the Reception boys, walked to 
St Helen’s Park for morning snack picnic. They sang Torres Strait 
Islander song “Taba Naba” to celebrate cultural inclusion, before 
eating and playing together on the playground.

Karen McEntee 
Director - Early Learning Centre

ELC highlights

the Lenten term

1

2

4

1.  ELC and Reception students celebrate Harmony Day in St Helen’s Park.  
2.  Belonging is a key theme across all elements of ELC life
3.  Jesus and His Apostles in the Garden of Gethsemane
4.  Lewis Saint reenacts the crucifixion of Christ

3
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ST CATHARINE’S / COMONELLA
The school’s main administration building, St Catharine’s / 
Comonella, was built in two major sections. The northern section, 
sometime between 1845 and 1878 by Mr John Bradford; and the 
southern section after 1880 by James Angas Johnson who named 
the house St Catharine’s after his wife. In 1911, the house and 
surrounding property were sold to the Lewis family and renamed 
Comonella after the name of one of their pastoral properties. Since 
1951, when the property was purchased by the Dominican’s, the 
house has gone by both names.
 
O’HEARN BuILDING
The O’Hearn building was opened in 1968 and named in 1983 for 
Br Brendan O’Hearn to commemorate the 25th anniversary of his 

profession. Br Brendan commenced his work at Blackfriars in 1960 
and was a member of staff almost continuously until his retirement 
in 2020. A significant proportion of his work as a teacher was spent 
in the building bearing his name.
 
HALLINAN LIBRARy
The Hallinan Library opened in 1972 and is named after the fourth 
headmaster of Blackfriars, Fr Denis Hallinan OP (1969 – 71).
 
MAHER BuILDING
The Maher building opened in 1976 and is named for Fr Raymund 
Maher OP, the first Headmaster of Blackfriars (1953 – 1957). During 
his tenure, Fr Maher had classrooms built on the site that is now 
occupied by the building that bears his name.  
FR THOMAS CASSIDy OP MuSIC CENTRE
Originally opened in 1978 as the school’s third chapel, the Music 
Centre was named in 2010 for Fr Thomas Cassidy OP who served as 
Prior Provincial of the Dominican Province of the Assumption from 
2000 to 2008. During his time as Prior of the Dominican community 
in Adelaide, Fr Cassidy was instrumental in the unique design of this 
building.
 
NEILL GyMNASIuM
The Neill Gymnasium opened in 1980 and is named after 
Blackfriars’ fifth and longest serving headmaster, Fr John Neill OP 
(1972 – 1988). With its three squash courts, weight-training rooms 
and parquetry floor, the Neill Gymnasium was widely acclaimed as 
the most state-of-the-art school sports facility for it’s time.
 

blackfriars buildings:
the changing face of our school

FRASSATI HALL
Opened in 2012 as the school’s Australian Government Building the 
Education Revolution (BER) project, Frassati Hall is named for the 
early 20th century Italian social activist and mountaineer Blessed 
Pier Giorgio Frassati.
 
BLESSED JANE OF AZA ELC
The name of St Dominic’s mother, Blessed Jane (or Joan) of Aza, 
adorns our Early Learning Centre. Having been used as a drama hall 
for Blackfriars during the 1980s and 1990s, the old Uniting Church 
hall was purchased by the school and opened as the ELC in 2013. 

In addition to those buildings described above, a number of others 
have made way to assist in the development of improved facilities  
on our campus over the years. Most recently we saw the demolition  
of the Masters and Kingston buildings to make way for the  
Aquinas Centre.
 
MASTERS BuILDING
The Masters’ Building stood on the southern side of the front lawn at 
Blackfriars from 1965 until it was demolished last year to make way 
for the Aquinas Centre. It was named the Masters’ Building in 1982 
to commemorate visits to Blackfriars by two Masters of the Order 
of Preachers - The Most Rev. Fr Ancieto Fernandez Alonso OP in 
March 1967, and Most Rev. Fr Vincent de Couesnongle OP in March 
1981. In the garden area between the Maher Building and de Porres 
House, the visit of another Master, the Most Rev. Damian Byrne OP, is 
commemorated with the tree he planted there in April 1988.
 
KINGSTON LABORATORIES
Built in 1964, the Kingston Laboratories were named in recognition 
of Mr James Kingston who made a significant additional 
contribution to the £15,750 government grant for their construction.

Patrick Kelly (BPS ‘90) 
Director of Development and Community Relations

FITZGERALD BuILDING
The Fitzgerald building opened in 1982 on the site of what had 
been the school’s second chapel. It is named after Fr Laurence P 
Fitzgerald, the second headmaster of Blackfriars (1957-1963). Up 
until additions in 2000, the Fitzgerald building was also home to 
the first Primary School Library.  
DE PORRES HOuSE / PLACE
St Martin de Porres (1579–1639), the Peruvian lay brother who 
became one of the Dominican Order’s most beloved saints, lends 
his name to two locations on campus; de Porres House - the 
building where the Uniform Shop is located which was converted 
from two homes on Highbury Street and opened in 1986; and de 
Porres Place – the Primary School courtyard and playground.
 
PENAFORTE HOuSE
The house on Highbury Street, that was home for many years to 
the school’s automotive technology program and later, counselling 
suites, is known as Penaforte House. It is named for the 13th 
century Catalan Dominican St Raymond of Penyaforte. 
 
CHAPEL OF ST ALBERT THE GREAT
The foundation stone for the Prospect Highbury Wesleyan Church 
was laid on 8 August 1881 with the opening taking place later that 
same year. Purchased by Blackfriars in 1998, the fully refurbished 
and renamed Chapel of St Albert the Great was dedicated to the 
patron saint of our school and opened on 14 November 2003.
 
O’RORKE BuILDING
The Primary School administration building opened in 2007 and 
is named for Fr Jerome O’Rorke OP who was responsible for 
the purchase of the school property from the Lewis family in 
1951, during his tenure as Prior of the North Adelaide Dominican 
community.
 

The opening of the new STEM / Year 12 centre at 
the beginning of 2021 heralded the introduction 
of a new name to the Blackfriars campus 
landscape; that of one of the most important 
Dominicans in St Thomas Aquinas. Acknowledged 
as a Doctor of the Church and one of modern 
history’s greatest thinkers, his is an obvious 
name to be acknowledged in our Dominican 
education institution. But what is the significance 
of the other names that adorn the various 
locations around Blackfriars?
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1.  St Catherine’s (Comonella) 
2.  Fr Anslem Curran OP outside Kingston Laboratories 
3.  Hallinan Library
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After all the hustle and bustle that was 2020, 
we are welcomed back to the new year, with 
a few small changes to our lives. I spent the 
lead up to the start of our co-curricular season 
investing in different sports and looking to 
encourage students in being involved. This 
included new equipment, uniforms and better 
coaching. 

Term 1 had 25 teams from primary to senior involved in 5 different sports 
in the Sports Association for Adelaide Schools (SAAS) competitions. 
Additionally, we have 13 vocal and instrumental ensembles starting 
their rehearsals for upcoming events. In 2020 we saw a 95% of students 
involved in co-curricular, and this year we continue the high involvement 
of 95%. 

Our First XI Cricket Hounds were crowned championships at the end 
of the school year in 2020 with a blazing Intercol Cricket win over CBC! 
The dedication and hard work from the team and coach Angus Ralph 
(BPS’16) saw them take the three-day test victory 232 & 235 against 
CBC’s 166 & 118. 

In the week 9 of this Term, we had our Senior A2 Volleyball Hounds 
compete in the first every A2 Grand Final Shield match against Nazareth. 
Unfortunately, we lost 2-0, however the boys have improved immensely 
since last year with the help from coach Connor Riley (BPS’17). 

Matilda Comley 
Co-Curricular Administrator

Congratulations to the boys in the Secondary 
Swimming team, pictured below, who 
represented Blackfriars superbly at the 
SASSSA B Division Carnival at the SAALC, 
Marion earlier this term. 
It is a carnival that showcases numerous elite swimmers and 
many of our boys certainly punched above their weight. Led 
by captain Noah Caton, the boys finished second to Rostrevor, 
leaving Westminster, St Ignatius, St Michael’s, Pulteney, Brighton 
High and Concordia in their wake.

Go Hounds!

school sport sA  
secondary swimming  
Championships

Traditional rivalries exist at most levels of sport. 
In the former ISSA & now SAAS Water Polo 
competition, Blackfriars and St Peters have had 
many tough battles in the pool for the best part of 
45 years. For the majority of those years “Blacks” 
has held the upper hand but in the last couple of 
years St Peters have been far more competitive. 

Roll on Term 1, 2020 and the “Hounds” played “Saints” twice, only to 
find scores tied at the end of both games !! So it was that both teams 
waited for the 3rd and deciding game to be played later in the year.  In 
the absence of Water Polo in our Inter Col with CBC, the Blackfriars 
boys saw this as our Grand Final.

A fierce tussle ensued but full credit to St Peters as they drew two 
goals clear in the third quarter with significant support in their home 
pool urging them on. However, the Blackfriars boys had some more 
to give and scored four unanswered goals to win the game 7 – 5.

Full credit goes to our boys on a fantastic win against our traditional 
rivals who have a school population over twice the size of 
Blackfriars.

Congratulations boys, it was VERY stirring stuff.

Jon Harmer 
Development Officer (Old Scholars & Community)

the tradition continues

Last year Sebastian Zajaczkowski competed 
in the School Sport SA Cycling Championship 
against numerous students from other schools 
and placed 6th in the A Grade. 
During the start of 2021, Sebastian has competed in 
multiple club races and the State Criterium Championship, 
in which he placed 4th. This has been all in the lead up 
to Nationals that are being held in Brisbane over the 
Easter weekend. However, due to COVID that has been 
postponed. Sebastian will be competing in road and state 
championships that will be happening in Term 2. 

Seb will be gearing up for the next Cycling Championship 
and we look forward to following along his journey.

2021: back to the new normal

blackfriars  
cycling 
champion 
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1.  Senior A2 Volleyball team. 2. First XI Cricket celebrate their Intercol win.  
3.  Senior A 2020 Water Polo Captain Jack Slaven shoots for goal vs St Peters. 
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After the Covid-disrupted year of 2020 
it has been very heartening to have our 
annual Blackfriars reunion program back 
on track this year. However, to appropriately 
accommodate those who missed their 
reunions last year, 2021 has, for the first time, 
marked the commencement of joint reunions.

This move has proven to be popular, with the ten-year reunion 
for the classes of 2010/2011 being one such occasion. The 
old scholars, as usual, gathered for drink and nibbles in the 
staff room before a tour of the school – which, for the first 
time, included the new Aquinas building. Particular thanks 
to Vincent Acuna (BPS‘10) and Luke Cotter (BPS’11) for their 
assistance with coordinating the reunion.

It was great to see the strength of the bonds that still existed 
among this group, and to hear their feedback on how far the 
school has come since their graduation. Thank you to all who 
attended – we hope to see you back in another ten years!

Jon Harmer 
Development Officer (Old Scholars & Community)

10-year reunion

staff profile: Anthea osborne

Anthea Osborne, chief troublemaker and chatterbox? Those who 
are fortunate enough to be in Denifle or Jarrett Houses may not be 
so surprised by this revelation, as they can attest to Ms Osborne’s 
competitiveness, sense of humour, and empathy for students who  
are finding it hard to find their place in the world.

“From a pastoral care point of view, my eyes are 
pretty open to all the different ways students 
might behave. But my own experiences have also 
prompted me to keep an open mind about the 
reasons why they might be experiencing disruption 
in the classroom or the schoolyard,” Anthea says.
Bringing her own schooling experiences as both a day student and 
boarding school student in Queensland, Anthea says there’s not a lot 
that surprised her once she hit the classroom – except how much  
she enjoyed it.

Anthea’s enjoyment of her profession comes particularly from the 
relationships she builds with her students which, again, will not 

surprise any students or families who’ve benefitted from the 
respect, joy and occasional tough love she brings to her teaching 
and pastoral care roles.

“I’ve been teaching boys since 1999, and I like that 
there’s not a lot of presumptions made – they’re 
very transparent and up-front. The amount of 
times you’ll have a boy in the office, working on a 
behavioural issue together, and they’ll thank you 
on the way out…That loyalty and respect I really 
like and appreciate.”
Anthea also returns this loyalty and respect to her students, in 
particular through her passion for the Blackfriars water polo 
program, and also the annual swimming and athletics carnivals.  
As it stands, Denifle/Jarrett are on a strong winning streak with  
said carnivals, and Anthea attributes this to the team spirit fostered 
in her Houses.

This was apparent at the 2021 carnivals, with Anthea being present 
at just about every event, supporting her leaders as they filled every 
spot in every race and coming away with both trophies. Can Denifle/
Jarrett continue this winning streak and positive team spirit? With 
Ms Osborne at the helm, they’ll certainly be hard to beat.
Lauren Reid 
Development Officer (Communications)

Last edition we brought you the story of a 
maths teacher who openly admits he found 
maths difficult at school. This time around, 
we have a Head of House who was a self-
confessed “naughty kid” during their own 
schooling years.

1.   Anthea Osborne pictured with her winning swimming and athletics carnival 
trophies, held by Denifle / Jarrett Senior students Yemo Koo and Brandon Truong
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2.   Thank you Vincent Acuna (’10) and Luke Cotter (‘11) for their assistance  
in coordinating the reunion.

3.   Members of the 2010/11 cohort gather on the stairway in the  
new Aquinas Centre.

4.  The class of 2010/11 kick back and reminisce at the Archer Hotel.
5.   Lachie McAlister (‘11) receives the plaudits from his peers for his role 

in designing the Fire Protection Services in the Aquinas Centre.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is particularly heartening is when we 
have the opportunity to witness the skills 
and abilities of old scholars who return 
to Blackfriars to contribute to the growth 
and development of their alma mater, 
through their respective careers.

Pictured here are just a few former students who have each 
contributed significantly to Blackfriars in recent times.

The Calabria brothers Joe (BPS’94) and Ross (BPS’99) are co-
owners of a very successful design and printing business called 
Retail Ink, and their colleague Anthony  Salvemini (BPS’12) is 
also a Blackfriars boy. In recent times Blackfriars has engaged 
the boys’ support with the design of the very publication you are 
reading, as well as a range of other marketing and advertising 
materials. 

Matthew Sloan (BPS’05) has returned to Blackfriars in a very 
important role of late. Matt was the Senior Site Manager for 
Partek Construction and oversaw the building of the new 
Aquinas Centre. It really is a beautiful building, that will ever more 
change the face of Blackfriars as viewed from Prospect Road. 
Congratulations and thank you to Matthew and your team.

David Romaldi (BPS’82) has established himself as an architect of 
high regard in the Adelaide building community. David’s business, 

David Romaldi Architecture, has generously assisted Blackfriars 
as a design and planning consultant on many projects over recent 
years. His selfless commitment and expertise given to Blackfriars 
has been a constant in many projects for almost 20 years. Thank 
you, David. 

Blackfriars is thankful to have the assistance of Jeremy 
whitehead (BPS’90), and his company, wTM Constructions. 
They have most recently completed extensive renovation works at 
Rosary Church Prospect, and on our school campus Jeremy has 
recently overseen the refurbishment of the Maher Building office, 
the installation of lockers to a section of the former mechanics 
shed and a significant mechanical system upgrade to the Creative 
Arts and Design Technology building. Thankyou Jeremy and WTM. 

Lastly, it with much sadness that we thank Old Scholar,  
Mr Peter Hollitt (BPS’76 ) for the valuable assistance he and his 
fellow workers provided with the landscaping work adjacent 
to the front lawn at Blackfriars. In late 2019 Peter and fellow 
Blackfriars old scholars Jack Bowman (BPS’10) & Brayden 
Nicol (BPS’16) upgraded the paving and installed the beautiful 
new jarrah circular seats which encircle the beautiful, historic 
deciduous trees adjacent the St Catharine’s building.  

Sadly, Peter died suddenly late last year. Peter was a well-known, 
popular figure in and around Prospect. On behalf of the entire 
Blackfriars community we pay our heartfelt condolences to 
Peter’s wife Lillian and sons Nicholas (BPS’10) & Samuel (BPS’16)  
). His craftmanship in building the beautiful bench seats for 
future generations of Blackfriars students to use, will be a lasting 
memory of Peter’s time at Blackfriars as a schoolboy and beyond.

Jon Harmer 
Development Officer (Old Scholars & Community)

back at 
blacks
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1. Jack Bowman, Peter Hollitt, Brayden Nicol – 2. wTM Constructions: 
Jeremy Whitehead – 3. Retail Ink: Ross Calabria, Anthony Salvemini, 
Joe Calabria – 4. David Romaldi Architecture: David Romaldi -  
5. Partek Construction: Matthew Sloan
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We are excited to be back to normal and 
looking forward to a somewhat less eventful 
2021 after a challenging 2020 season. This 
year BOSA FC has five senior men’s teams in 
the SAASL Saturday Divisions as well as two 
senior women’s teams in FSA Sunday Divisions. 
Our men’s program has grown again with the 
introduction of a fifth men’s team competing in 
a new Over 35s amateur league, playing their 
games under lights at our home ground Charles 
Cane Reserve. With record player numbers, the 
club continues to grow and remain one of the 
leading amateur clubs in the state. 
This year, all teams are headed up by experienced coaching 
staff – with Daniel Godley coaching our Premier A team assisted 
by Marc Caperna, Bruno Giovanniello taking the Premier B and 
Division 5 sides, and Joe Marcucci looking after our Division 6 
and Over 35s teams. For the women, Adam Manning heads up the 
program supported by Marcus Nardone. With a tough pre-season 
now over, we are all ready to get into season 2021 and hope it’s a 
year with great success across the board. 

Last year we were successful in receiving a $2,500 grant through 
the State Government Active Club Program - 2020-21 - Club 
Reboot Round. The funds have gone a long way in setting us up 

On Saturday 24 October 2020, Pasquale 
(Pat) Lopresti (BPS’78) became the 11th 
Blackfriars Old Scholar to be ordained  
to the priesthood.

The ordination mass, celebrated by Archbishop Patrick 
O’Regan DD at St Francis Xavier’s Cathedral, Adelaide, 
was attended by a large number of Pat’s family and 
friends along with students and staff from Blackfriars.

Pat attended St Margaret Mary’s Primary School at 
Croydon before attending Blackfriars for his secondary 
education. After Blackfriars, Pat studied at the University 
of Tasmania, University of Adelaide and the University 
of New South Wales completing a Bachelor of Laws and 
Master of Laws, going on to work for the NSW State 
Attorney General.

Pat’s call to the priesthood started from a young age but 
it was not until 2012 that he took steps to make this a 
reality. After two years of spiritual direction, discernment, 
and guidance, he found himself at the doors of Pope 
Saint John XXIII Seminary in Massachusetts, USA. Pat 
graduated from the Seminary with a Masters of Divinity 
 in 2020.

Now back home in Adelaide, Fr Pat is the assistant priest 
at the Hectorville Catholic Community / Annunciation 
Church. We were blessed to welcome him back to 
Blackfriars to celebrate our 2021 Opening Year Mass on 
Ash Wednesday on 17 February.

On behalf of the entire Blackfriars community, 
congratulations and God bless you, Fr Pat!

Patrick Kelly (BPS ‘90) 
Director of Development and Community Relations

for the season ahead, we have been able to purchase new balls, 
new bibs, new equipment and new medical kits for all teams. A 
big thanks goes to the committee for their hard work in compiling 
the application and successfully receiving the grant. 

If you haven’t had a chance to get out to our home ground Charles 
Cane Reserve yet, be sure to visit. The Council has just completed 
a major upgrade of its surroundings to include a new play space, 
fitness hub and entry plaza. These additions will enable visitors to 
spend the day watching a game of soccer taking advantage of the 
newly upgraded facilities, while the kids keep busy imaginatively 
and creatively with nature play and on the play equipment.

Our events team are planning a huge 2021 social calendar to 
make up for the lack of gatherings last year with our annual quiz 
night, a games night, family day, Christmas in July, an earlier 
than usual BPS First XI game vs our President’s XI, and to finish 
it all off, our Awards Night. We are looking forward to being able 
to do a lot more fundraising and socialising this year and we 
can’t wait to see a lot more faces around the club again. Follow 
us on Facebook to keep up to date with all our events and what’s 
happening throughout the year.

As we enter into year three of our sponsorship agreements,  
we’d again like to thank our sponsors for their ongoing 
commitment: Schinella’s – your Local Market, Buildtec, Ray 
White West Torrens, Elite Car Detailers, Pizze in Giro, Jarmer’s 
Kitchen, My Local Butcher, Body Fit Physiotherapy, Terry Howe 
Printing Services, Trio, RDC + Partners, PAB Carpentry,  

Axle Co Mechanical, Stella Motors, Wakefield Chartered 
Accountants, SJ Electric, Romaldi Constructions, Perry’s Bakery, 
Marianne Grasso, JS Sports and Blackfriars Priory School. your 
generous contributions help make our vision a reality and as we 
continue to grow as a club, partnerships with our sponsors are 
vital to our success on and off the field.

Stay up to date with BOSA FC news via our website  
bosafc.com.au and follow us on social media – Facebook,  
Twitter and Instagram @bosafc98. For any enquiries,  
please email us – info@bosafc.com.au

we recently held our official season launch at Charles Cane 
Reserve to announce the leadership groups across our seven 
teams with a big thanks to our sponsor Pizze in Giro for 
catering. Congratulations to all captains and vice captains who 
will lead their respective teams this season:

Ralph Armiento (BPS‘88) 
BOSA FC General Secretary

bosA Football Club

Congratulations  
Fr Pat Lopresti

1 2

1.   Men’s Leadership Group (L to R): George Vatsilas (C) – Premier A Tim 
Wiese (C), Joe Papalia (VC) – O35’s Adrian Loizou (C),  Vic Barone (VC) – 
C2  Sam Monteleone (C) – Premier B

2.   Natasha Athanasiou (C) – Division 5 Gemma Hayes & Bek Keylock (Co-
Captains) – Division 3 Natalie Rossi (VC) – Division 3 Daniela Salandra 
(VC) – Division 5



a much-needed financial boost to BOSFC. 

Anyone interested in joining the Hounds for the 2021 season as 
a player, member or volunteer is encouraged to contact Senior 
Coach Jarrad O’Riley on 0407 600 340 or myself on 0429 190 990.

I look forward to seeing many members of the Blackfriars and 
Blackfriars Old Scholars communities becoming regular faces  
on and off the field for the Hounds in 2021. 

Michael Clarke  
President Blackfriars Old Scholars Football Club

For the latest club news check out the club’s website and social 
media pages: 

Website: bosfchound.com

Facebook page: facebook.com/bosfc.hounds

Instagram page: instagram.com/instagram.com/bosfchounds/
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On the eve of the 2021 season Blackfriars 
Old Scholars Football Club (BOSFC) is 
excited for the season ahead and looking 
forward to some great things happening 
down at St Dom’s.
We have the new lighting installation underway, new sponsors 
joining the club along with continued partnership with existing 
and long-standing sponsors and we are on track for our largest 
membership playing group to date. 

Covid has had a significant impact on local football, just as it 
has on so many other elements of our lives. Despite the many 
obstacles created because of the pandemic, BOSFC was able to 
field more teams (with more finals success) across the club than 
ever before.

This pre-season a focus point for the club and the committee was 
to consolidate this growth and build on last year’s success. This 
has started with an increase again in both men’s and women’s 
playing numbers across the pre-season. This year BOSFC will 
again be fielding three men’s teams and we have started early 
planning for a second women’s team. 

In another great sign for the club, we are now going into our third 
straight year of leadership from Senior coach Jarrad O’Riley, 
Reserves coach John Belton (BPS’85) and women’s Locky 

Sandford (BPS’97). All coaches had their teams playing some 
brilliant football last year and we hope to see all of them go one 
step further this season. 

Behind the scenes, committee members have been working 
tirelessly to get the season off the ground. On-site works have 
finally started on our new oval lighting after almost 18 months’ 
worth of delays. It is anticipated that the lights will be completed 
and ready to go early in the season, allowing for night games and 
much improved training standards for most of the season. 

Club sponsorship levels have bounced back remarkably well 
considering the impact Covid has had on local businesses, and 
we could not be more grateful to our amazing sponsors. Without 
our sponsors we simply would not be able to survive, so we urge 
everyone to please give back to the community and support these 
local businesses.

We would like to thank our 2021 sponsors: 

Blackfriars Priory School, The Wellington Hotel, Bakery on 
O’Connell, DM Group, My Local Butcher, All Fresh Fruit and Veg, 
Palace Nova Cinemas Prospect, JS Sports, Schinella’s Market, 
Dellamalva Dental, Terry Howe Printing, Lisetta Mauceri Sports 
and Remedial Therapy, Trinamic Consultants, Bakers Delight 
Welland, Body Fit Physiotherapy, Fyfe, The Frame Connection, 
Fasta Pasta Sefton Park, The Athletes Foot Rundle Mall along 
with our numerous player sponsors and member discount 

partners. Please visit our website  
https://www.bosfchounds.com/sponsors.html for a full list. 

While we rely heavily on community support, Blackfriars Old 
Scholars Football Club prides itself on our own contributions 
to the community, most notably through our support the Mary 
Potter Foundation through our Ladies Day event. We are greatly 
looking forward to being able to host the event this year so keep 
an eye out for dates in the not-too-distant future. Over the past 
three years we have raised close to $10,000 for the foundation 
and hope that as a club we can continue that generosity towards 
such a worthy cause. 

We are also very proud to be in the early stages of planning 
for an Indigenous Round as part of the NAIDOC week and are 
committed to proactively embracing the diverse community 
we have, empowering our players to pursue initiatives that 
mean a lot to them. We would like to thank Shane Mankitya 
Cook (Kooka) a proud Wulli Wulli and Guwa (Koa) descendant 
from Queensland. Shane has designed Indigenous Round 
football guernseys for AFL and multiple SANFL teams and 
has committed to putting together the designs of our women’s 
players free of charge because he sees the importance and value 
in this initiative.

While we understand that many in the community are doing 
it tough, becoming a member or getting involved with our 
fundraisers goes a long way to supporting the club and provides 

blackfriars old scholars FC
1 2

1.   BOSFC A Grade captain Matthew Brincat (BPS‘06) and teammate  
Patrick Meaney (‘12) are very focused at ¾ time. 

2.   The BOSFC women’s team line up before their 2020 preliminary final 
under the direction of coach Matt Sandford (‘11) far left.



Simon Lewis (BPS’98)  
and partner Lucy

Baby: Ellie Margot Lewis 

DOB: 26/11/2020

Hospital: Ashford Hospital

weight: 3.34kg Length: 48cm

Tom Dayman BPS’08)  
and partner Brittney

Baby: Penelope Denise Dayman

DOB: 09/12/2020

Hospital: Women’s and Children’s

weight: 4.16kg Length: 51cm
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Joshua Richardson (bPs’00)

After graduating from college in the US Josh had various design 
oles and eventually started his own freelance business while 
living in Phoenix, Arizona. He then moved to London and worked 
for New Era Cap Co. (the headwear supplier to the MLB and NFL). 
Two years after moving to London he returned to the US to take a 
design opportunity with Under Armour.

Josh is currently the Design Director for Apparel Graphics at 
Under Armour. He oversees the design of men’s, women’s and 
youthwear across multiple categories for the brand including 
train, run, basketball, golf, outdoor and signature athlete (Project 
Rock and Curry Brand).

He has worked with athletes including Stephen Curry, Dwayne 
‘The Rock’ Johnson, Jordan Spieth, Andy Murray and Trent 

Alexander-Arnold. He has also worked on product for the 
Olympics and collaborated with brands such as Marvel, DC, Sour 
Patch Kids and Super Soaker.

Josh is married to Shannon and has two children, Fin (age six) 
and Dash (age three). Despite now having lived in the United 
States on and off since 2003, Josh does hope that he and family 
will come home to Australia someday.

When asked of his favourite memories of Blackfriars, Josh 
replied, “It’s hard for me to remember that far back!”

“I remember playing on the soccer team early Saturday 
mornings… I still catch up with my closest friends I met at 
Blackfriars and although I have lived away for so long we still get 
together when we can. When I’m chatting with old school mates 
like Paul Grasso, Peter Sexton, Michael Greco, Ryan Bastable & 
Damian Byrne it’s like I never left.”

We thank Josh very much for reconnecting with Blackfriars and 
congratulate him on the fantastic journey he has taken in design.  
Next time OPtimist readers happen to be wearing Under Armour 
apparel, remember: you just may be carrying a little link to 
Blackfriars with you! 

Thanks again Josh !

Jon Harmer 
Development Officer (Old Scholars & Community)

Sam Bentley (BPS’08)  
and partner Chloe

Baby: Zara DOB: 16/09/2020

Hospital: Women’s and  
Children’s Hospital

weight: 3.31kg Length: 50cm

Upon leaving school, Josh studied graphic 
design in Adelaide and then attended college 
in the United States at the University of South 
Carolina (Upstate) on a soccer scholarship. 
Josh has gone on to live in South Carolina, 
New York, Arizona, the UK and most recently 
back to the US living in Baltimore, Maryland. 

old scholars overseas old scholar babies

the Class of ‘92: 
all in the family.

The Class of 92 have remained good 
friends for the entire journey since 
commencing at Blackfriars in 1988. 
That friendship has transcended to 
currently being a ‘dads and babies’ 
group as well, as many have moved 
into the joys of parenthood. 

L – R  Francisco Lacar with Enrique, 
Mohammed Hussein with Nadeem, Raji 
Hamed, David Ruggiero with Andy and 
Amelia, Mark Iadanza with Alessandro, 
Oreste Farrugia with Grace and Tess and 
Dharmesh Raman with Ronan (sister 
Rosie absent). Notice the specially 
decorated Blackfriars cake!

1.   Josh Richardson (BPS‘00) with wife Shannon and children,  
Fin and Dash, in Baltimore.

2.  Josh hamming it up with client Dwayne ‘The Rock’ Johnson.
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BLACKFRIARS 
Coos bbQ

November 2020 marked the second time 
Blackfriars has held the Children of Old 
Scholars (or ‘COOS’) BBQ lunch. Given 
the importance of girls as part of the 
Blackfriars ELC program it would not be 
appropriate to include solely sons of old 
scholars, thus the name COOS. 
The COOS function is a simple concept of a small BBQ and soft 
drinks for current students, whose dads are old scholars of 
Blackfriars, to have an extended lunchtime at school with their 
dads. It’s also an opportunity for the dads to catch up with mates 
from across the years and get a behind the scenes peek at the 
school on an ordinary day.

With a few games and contests for students being held with and 
against their dads, Frassati Hall soon became the source of great 
fun and laughter for students and dads alike.

Particular thanks to old scholar dads Joe Calabria, Paul Page, Rolf 
Scharfbillig, Jamie Sullivan and Jeremy Traeger who assisted in 
setting up and cooking on the day, as they did in 2019 also.

Interestingly, for the second year in a row the presence of a three 
generation Blackfriars family was a very significant part of the day. 
Following on from the three generations of the Hodby family (Dean 
BPS’56 , Shane BPS’86 and Luke BPS’19) in 2019, this time around 

we had the Szumylo family. It was great to have very proud grandad 
Andrew (BPS’76) present, with son Christopher (BPS’05) and 
equally proud and very excited ELC-attending grandson Sebastian 
all in attendance.

Thanks again to all who were involved in this wonderful event. Long 
may the tradition continue!

Jon Harmer 
Development Officer (Old Scholars & Community)

It is worth noting that Patrick’s family is somewhat 
of a ‘Royal Family’ at Blackfriars. Patrick is the most 
recent of a long line of Harfords to attend dating back 
to day one. 

Preceding Patrick are his great uncle and foundation 
student, Mostyn Button (BPS’53); grandmother and 
staff member, Colleen Harris; father, Tony Harford 
(BPS’76); uncle, Chris Harford (’80); uncle, Nicholas 
Harford (BPS’81); uncle, Andrew Harris (BPS ’87); 
cousin, Michael Weldon (BPS‘03); cousin, Thomas 
Weldon (‘09); and brother, Stewart Green (BPS‘94).

Patrick Harford married Nicole Kirkwood on Saturday 
20 March 2021 at Sferas Function Centre. Patrick’s 
groomsmen were fellow graduates of 2008 (pictured 
L-R) Henry Pearce, Joshua Kinsman and Julian 
Morena. Congratulations Patrick and Nicole.

old scholar 
weddings

Children of old 
scholars bbQ

Patrick Harford (bPs’08) 

1.   Proud dad Jeremy Traeger (BPS‘95) with sons (L-R) Brae (Year 7), 
Morrissey (Year 1) and Cohen (Year 8).

2.   Three Generations of Szumylos! Proud grandad Andrew (BPS’76)  
with son Christopher (BPS’05) and grandson Sebastian (ELC).

1
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24 May 1946 - 8 September 2020.

Vale James donaghy 

Jim was somewhat unique at Blacks by virtue of the extraordinary breadth 
of subjects and activities he was engaged in at Blackfriars during his ??? 
years. In his time Jim taught geography, English and media, as well as being 
a very popular Year 10 Coordinator. As Year 10 Coordinator, Jim oversaw 
many, many camps to the Flinders Ranges, the Riverland and numerous 
other spots around SA. This love of the outdoors led to Jim becoming very 
involved in Blackfriars’ expeditions, linking with old scholars as well as 
current parents and students. He also coached soccer and water polo teams 
for good measure. 

In his later years, Jim was instrumental in establishing the Development 
Office at Blackfriars, focusing on numerous fundraising initiatives on behalf 
of the school. Jim will be fondly remembered as a staff member with many 
talents, whose infectious enthusiasm for life was appreciated by many 
members of the wider Blackfriars community.

On behalf of Blackfriars, thank you Jim. May you rest in peace.

Jon Harmer 
Development Officer (Old Scholars & Community)

30 January 1938 – 3 March 2021

Peter’s first involvement with Blackfriars began as a parent when his sons 
Ben, Garth and Adam commenced their schooling in the mid-1980s. Garth 
of course is very well known to the current generation of students, having 
been a member of the teaching staff since 2005.  

Peter particularly admired the Dominican philosophy, ethos and 
commitment to community service. The Starrs family lived in Prospect and 
with Peter’s desire to serve the school, he very quickly set about involving 
himself in school events, not to mention being taxi driver for the many co-
curricular activities his sons were pursuing at the time.

Peter quickly became a member of the Parents & Friends Committee 
too. His involvement with the P&F was particularly significant when, as 
Chair, he also accepted the very challenging role of Blackfriars School Fete 
Coordinator. Under Peter’s direction, working hand-in-hand with Director 
of Development, Mr Jim Donaghy, and Principals Fr John Neill and Fr 
Martin Wallace, the fetes became major events at Blackfriars and very 
popular throughout the wider Prospect community.

Not only were they a very good fundraiser for the school, but more 
importantly were also an excellent “friend-raiser”, and Peter was pivotal in 
ensuring community was at the forefront of the school.

Peter will be remembered as man of great faith. As a devout Catholic 
he regularly attended morning mass at Blackfriars as well as the 
school’s end of year masses. Peter subscribed strongly to the belief that 
education is very much a partnership between parents and the school. 
His enormous contribution to Blackfriars is certainly evidence of that. Of 
course, Peter also contributed greatly to St Dominics, where his daughter 
Lorna attended. Lorna went on to become Assistant Principal in charge of 
Ministry at St Dominics and is now Deputy Principal at St Marys. In fact, all 
four of Peter’s children became teachers in Catholic education.

Peter’s legacy to Blackfriars is also significant through his generosity 
in instituting the Starrs Scholarship in the 1990s. The scholarship has 
provided much needed financial support to numerous Blackfriars families 
for more than two decades. 

In 2019 the Starrs Family Faith Formation Bursary was formed and took 
the place of the Starrs Scholarship. The purpose of the bursary is to provide 
financial assistance to a Blackfriars Secondary student to attend faith 
formation events. Importantly and appropriately, Peter’s legacy lives on.

On behalf of Blackfriars, thank you Peter. May you rest in peace.

Jon Harmer 
Development Officer (Old Scholars & Community)

Vale Peter Joseph starrs

The economic ramifications of the COVID-19 pandemic 
have impacted on countless numbers of families around 
the world – and our Dominican family at Blackfriars has 
been no different. During 2020, many families required 
financial support to ensure that their sons were able to 
continue their education journeys as the world navigated 
the unprecedented circumstances.

At the height of the pandemic last year, the Blackfriars Board 
authorised significant support for families experiencing financial 
difficulties. This required a re-imagining of the school budget. 
Prudent financial management has ensured that this has not 
impacted on any of the school’s major projects, and a swift return to 
financial normality has enabled us to maintain the steady progress 
made thus far on our 2020 VISION Master Plan.

This was significantly aided by the assistance provided by members 
of the Blackfriars community who contributed to the COVID-19 
Emergency Fund established for the 2020 Annual Appeal.

Every dollar given to the appeal went directly to this special fund 
where it was used to assist those families most in need. In addition 
to the support committed up front by the Blackfriars Board, for 
every $1 given by our community to the COVID-19 Relief Appeal, an 
additional $2 was allocated by the Board.

Colby Ball

Dr Carlo D’Ortenzio

Marion Fitch

Andrew Galkowski

Jon Harmer

Helen & Michael Kain

Patrick Kelly

Stefan Miraglia

Fr John Neill

Rolf Scharfbillig

Patrick Walsh

+ 3 anonymous donors

2020 Annual Appeal

Covid-19 Relief Appeal

We would like to acknowledge and thank those members of our 
community who, through their support, aided families most in need 
today so that we can continue to  build our school for our current 
and tomorrow’s generation of students.

Thank you! 

Patrick Kelly (BPS’90) 
Director of Development & Community Relations

James Donaghy, known to most in the 
Blackfriars community as Jim, was a member of 
staff at Blackfriars from 19-19?? He will always 
be remembered by staff and students alike as 
a vibrant, energetic character with a zest for 
life, all the time enjoying the opportunity to lift 
others’ spirits with his own good humour. Throw 
in the odd prank with contemporaries such as 
geography colleagues warren Jones and Neil 
Jaensch, the Blackfriars staff room was often a 
place of much laughter courtesy of Jimmy.

In the almost 70-year history of Blackfriars 
Priory School, many individuals have collectively 
contributed to the overall growth of the school. 
Some of course leave a particularly significant 
footprint or legacy, and Mr Peter Starrs was one 
of these special people.

Class of 1990 & 91 / 30 Year Reunion 
Friday 27 August 
Register at trybooking.com/BQGZT

Class of 1980 & 81 / 40 Year Reunion 
Friday 22 October 
Register at trybooking.com/BQGZE

Class of 1970 & 71 / 50 Year Reunion 
Friday 6 August 
Contact jharmer@bps.sa.edu.au or 08 8169 3936

Class of 63/64/65 
Saturday 16 October 
Contact Paul Varsanyi on varsanyi@aapt.net.au

Children of Old Scholars BBq 
Thursday 11 November (St Alberts Day)

2021  
Christmas  

Reunion
Sunday 19 December

@ The Archer Hotel,  
North Adelaide, 3pm onward

All old scholars, past  
staff and past parents  

very welcome.
Contact Jon Harmer at  

jharmer@bps.sa.edu.au for more information.

Peter Starrs and Jim Donaghy pictured together as they often were; 
side by side, working for the good of Blackfriars.

2021 Reunions
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