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Dear members of the Blackfriars community, 

Today I looked from my window. Normally, it would be lunch time for 
students on campus, however in this life-altering world of COVID-19 
that has been thrust upon us all, students are at home on holidays 
and staff are finalising plans for remote learning for Term 2. 

This year has already been very different from any of my 42 years in 
Catholic Education. The school activities that complement learning 
and are highly valued by students, staff and families have largely 
been postponed or, in some cases, cancelled for 2020. Co-curricular 
activities, camps and retreats, excursions, parent evenings, 
enrolment tours, musical events including Generations in Jazz and 
major social events including the Year 12 Formal are all affected 
in some way as we prioritise and seek to protect the health and 
wellbeing of our students and staff. 

Our current focus at Blackfriars is to provide a newly created, flexible 
learning platform for students that can be accessed both at home 
and on campus. We aim to provide a teaching and learning mode that 
continues to be rich, vibrant and engaging but is safe for students 
to access through digital technology as we accommodate the many 
students learning online from home. I have been immensely buoyed 
by the adaptability and cooperation of our students during this 
unusual time. I also recognise and appreciate the community of 
parents and caregivers for their support and understanding as they 
take up the vitally important role of supervisors of online learning 
at home. I am especially grateful for our staff at Blackfriars who, 
as designated essential workers in the Australian community, 
have demonstrated great flexibility, creativity, professionalism and 
undaunted commitment to our students and families. 

We all look forward to the passing of this pandemic when we can 
return to normal life in our school community. My message to the 
Blackfriars community is that life will go on beyond COVID-19, and 
we will live in a joyous world again where the activities, events and 
people who give colour and purpose to our lives will be fully present 
again. As a Catholic community in the tradition of St Dominic we 
hope and trust in our God! He is with us on the journey and especially 
through our most difficult times.

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 2020  

Head Prefect and Deputy Head Prefect

Congratulations to our 2020 Head Prefect and Deputy Head  
Prefect who received the endorsement of their peer leaders at  
the December 2019 Leadership Training Camp and my full  
support of their appointment:

Head Prefect: Minh Khoi (Peter) Le 
Deputy Head Prefect: Harry Catley

We are very fortunate to have such wonderful young men who are 
willing and most capable of leading the student body and serving our 
broader school community. 

Despite the interruption of COVID-19, Peter and Harry have worked 
exceptionally well with the Student Leadership group of Prefects, 
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YCS Captains, House Captains, and House Vice Captains during 
Term 1. They have been, and continue to be, inspirational examples 
to our students during these difficult times, especially for our 
Year 12 students - culminating in Peter’s pre-Easter address to 
students located on our Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/
BlackfriarsSchool/videos/206014830725429/ 

Peter and Harry also launched the “Hounds at Home” campaign on 
Instagram, which provided a social media opportunity for students 
to share the lighter moments of learning from home. This creative 
venture enabled boys in every year level to keep in touch with each 
other, sustain a healthy mindset through humour and creativity, 
share with each other a new perspective on learning from home and 
provide a confidence for those anxious about today - the gift of a new 
hope for better days to come.

I look forward to Term 2 and witnessing further initiatives of student 
engagement and support that has been planned by our student 
leadership group.

THE AQUINAS CENTRE

Members of our Blackfriars community who regularly travel along 
Prospect Road would have witnessed the continued progress of 
the impressive building that has been named and dedicated as the 
Aquinas Centre. This new dedicated STEM centre features Science 
Laboratories, STEM project rooms, several modern learning spaces 
and breakout spaces for group collaboration and social interaction. 
The building will have cutting edge Information Communication 
Technology facilities throughout, designed to provide modern digital 
resources integrated with full student interface and engagement. 

The building is currently on schedule for completion in mid-October, 
2020. Staff and students are excited and waiting patiently to utilise all 
this new facility has to offer for student learning and wellbeing.

The centre has been named the Aquinas Centre after the great  
St Thomas Aquinas, a member of the Dominican Order in the 13th 
Century. Thomas was a student of St Albert the Great, a scholar with 
a wide range of intellectual pursuits and universally recognised as  
a man who influenced learning across many disciplines.

St Thomas Aquinas is considered to be one of the Catholic Church’s 
greatest theologians and philosophers, whose influence on Western 
philosophy remains today. He has been named as one of the ten 
most influential thinkers of the Western World and most suitably,  
St Thomas Aquinas is the Universal Patron Saint of Catholic Schools, 
students and universities across the globe. My hope is that our 
students will be inspired by St Thomas and his pursuit of truth 
through study and contemplation. Three of his most memorable 
quotes are:

 f The things that we love tell us what we are.

 f  There is nothing on this earth more to be prized  
than true friendship.

 f Beware of the person of one book.

In conclusion, I hope that the completion of the Aquinas Centre will 
herald a new era of student learning, endeavour and achievement 
at Blackfriars. I believe that after our break from the normal pattern 
of holistic learning and living at Blackfriars we will all recognise 
and have a keener appreciation for what we often take for granted. 
That is, the companionship and relationships we share with each 
other, the life-enhancing contributions of our community, and the 
acclaimed “open book” and lifelong journey of education that we 
offer young people in their own pursuit for knowledge and truth.

Simon Cobiac 
Principal

2020 Prefects: (Standing L – R) Julian Cornish, Gianni Macolino, Lucas Ryan, Tom Mears, Armon Houshmand, Minh-Khoi Tran, Trung Nguyen, 
Frank Snelling. (Seated L – R) Harry Catley, Ali Mohammadi, Mr Simon Cobiac, Adriano Caiazza, Peter Le.
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Remote Learning

Blackfriars  
Class of 2019

Back in the 1980s, when I was a Primary School student at 
Blackfriars, I enjoyed watching the weekly TV science series, Towards 
2000 (later renamed to Beyond 2000). The vision of robotic assistants, 
cures for diseases and flying cars filled my imagination with images 
of what 2020 would bring. The reality of 2020 is vastly different to 
what I envisaged in 1984 in Mrs Wheal’s Year 4 class!  I hope you are 
doing as well as possible during this COVID-19 crisis and that you all 
know the Blackfriars community is here to support you.

Congratulations to the  
Year 12 cohort of 2019,  
with 100% of students 
gaining successful SACE 
completion. Thank you to our 
teaching staff and support 
staff, who have been co-
educators with our families.  
We recall January 2015 and the first day 
of Year 8 for the graduating class of 2019. 
The blessing of seeing these nervous 
young boys mature into fine men is a gift 
of our profession. 

Our students continue to achieve 
outstanding results with fifteen students 
achieving an ATAR above 90 and Merits 
in the subject areas of Religion Studies, 
Health, English and Mathematics.  

On Monday 17 February, we celebrated the 
exceptional dedication and talent of our 
highest achieving students at our Laureate 
Assembly. 

A Dominican education focuses on the 
formation of the whole person and 
honours gifted diversity. The variety of gifts 
present in the Class of 2019 is reflected 
by the wide-ranging pathways chosen by 
the boys. Future doctors, optometrists, 
pilots, teachers, pharmacists, nurses, 
engineers, writers, medical professionals, 
accountants, tradesmen and businessmen 
to name just a few of the areas chosen 
by our boys. Regardless of their ATAR, 
job title or salary, we pray that these 
young men may reflect the Four Pillars of 
Dominican Life throughout their life and in 
all they do. 

David Ruggiero (BPS’92) 
Deputy Principal

2019 Annual 
Appeal

4 BLACKFRIARS 
CLASS OF ‘19 / ANNUAL APPEAL

Thank you to those 
members of our 
community who 
contributed to the  
2019 Annual Appeal.

Building Fund:  
Frassati Hall Screen

Thank you to the following donors 
who contributed to the Blackfriars 
Building Fund which supported 
the installation of the new AV 
screen in Frassati Hall in 2019.  

The quality screen is a real 
feature in this community facility 
and a welcome and useful 
addition for Primary School 
assemblies and functions plus 
our OSHC/Vacation Care services.

Sam Catley, Jonathon M Driscoll, 
Marion Fitch, Helen Victoria 
Frith, Natalie Galkowski, Patrick 
Kelly, Stacey Kovac, Fr John 
Neill OP, Alexandra Nolan, Rolf 
Scharfbillig, Bryanne Smith, 
Jeremy Traeger, Kay Traeger, 
Izidor Valentincic, Belinda Vella, 
Patrick Walsh and 2 anonymous 
donors.

Education Fund:  
AX Scholarships

Thank you to the following donors 
who contributed to scholarships 
for the Blackfriars Ax Academic 
Extension Academy Program. 
With your generous support, 18 
Ax Scholarships were able to be 
awarded for 2020.

Marion Fitch, Michael and Helen 
Kain, Patrick Kelly, John Saint, 
Mark Uszynski and 2 anonymous 
donors.



Crisis brings change and, for education, 
this change is evidenced through the rapid 
expansion of remote learning. While we do 
not have flying cars or a cure for COVID-19, 
we do have unprecedented access to online 
learning and teaching with technology that 
was a dream in the 1980s. This advantage 
has enabled a generation to continue their 
education at home. 
Blackfriars has been at the forefront of 
e-learning for several years through the 
extensive use of SEQTA, Seesaw, Flipped 
Learning and OneNote. The COVID crisis 
has required staff, students and families 
to enhance and develop e-learning to 

accommodate students learning from 
home. The introduction of Microsoft Teams 
coupled with the integration of OneNote into 
Teams, has allowed for live collaboration and 
effective e-learning across the school.
SEQTA, Seesaw, Flipped Learning, OneNote 
and Teams are our e-learning backbone. 
Students are supported through a plethora 
of websites including online texts, interactive 
e-learning subscription sites and academic 
resources that are all centrally located on 
our library webpage.
COVID has also brought about changes in 
the way we approach and proactively plan 
mental health and wellbeing intervention. 

The human disconnection and fear that is 
evidenced in our society impacts the young 
men in our care. Our wellbeing team has 
developed new strategies and processes 
to work with students remotely and provide 
families and students with effective mental 
health support. 
COVID-19 has forced us to rethink education. 
From this new learning, techniques are 
being developed that will positively change 
and enhance education and mental health 
and wellbeing not just in the immediate 
circumstances we face, but forevermore.
David Ruggiero (BPS’92) 
Deputy Principal

Above: Class of 2019 students who achieved ATARs of 90 or above at the Laureate Assembly. 
(Back L – R) Darcy Dominic, Jordan Papic, Lachlan Seidel, Declan Fitch-Woolford, Francesco Freda, Ronald Ravida, Carlo Dichiera, Tarunbir 
Joshan, Peter Svay.  (Front L – R) Fr William Loh OP, Hon Rachel Sanderson MP (State Member for Adelaide), Nihaal Jummun, Christian Jones, 
Mr Simon Cobiac, Youngmo Koo, Nathan Dang, Trung Bui, Anthony Nguyen, Mr David O’Loughlin (Blackfriars Chair).

Opposite: 2019 Merit Recipients at the SACE Merit Ceremony, Government House. 
(L – R) Christian Jones, Jordan Papic, Frank Snelling (Year 11), Declan Fitch-Woolford.

the OPtimist
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We were honoured with the presence of 1969 graduate 
Henry Szczypiorski who read the Prayers of the 
Faithful. The Neill Gymnasium was full to the brim, 
and the Mass was a joyous celebration of a successful 
2019 as well as the feast of our school patron.

For the first time in many years, 
the End of Year Mass was 
celebrated to coincide with the 
Feast of St Albert the Great on 
Thursday 14 November. It was 
wonderful to see the whole 
community so well represented. 

St Albert the 
Great End of Year 
Mass 2019

The Year 9 camp was based in Port 
Elliot at the Big 4 caravan park in Week 
7 of Term 1, 2020. We were fortunate to  
sneak the three-day camp in just prior 
to camps and other such activities being 
cancelled due to COVID-19.

6 BLACKFRIARS 
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Our 2020 Opening School Mass 
coincided with Ash Wednesday,  
marking the beginning of Lent.

2020 Opening  
School Mass

The day before, Shrove Tuesday, saw the cooking and delivery 
of a pancake for each student and staff member from 
Reception to Year 12. Our brilliant Prefects, House Captains 
and YCS Captains were expertly led by Head Prefect Peter 
Le. As a team they successfully completed the operation of 
serving nearly 800 pancakes by 9.00am – a huge effort! The 
pancakes were thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated by staff 
and students alike.

The Ash Wednesday Opening Mass was celebrated by 
our school Chaplain, Fr William Loh OP. It was a joyful 
celebration of a new school year and the beginning of 
Lent. Lent is the annual journey of Christians towards the 

penultimate week of the Christian calendar, and the climax of 
our faith, Easter. As usual, the students participated reverently 
in the order of the Mass, right from ELC to Year 12.  
The musical and choral accompaniment was another 
highlight of the Mass.

My thanks to Head of Performing Arts, Lucy Pope, music 
teacher, Libby Hunter, and instrumental teacher, Marie 
Wohling, for always providing a reverent soundtrack for our 
important occasions.

Matthew Crisanti  
APRIM

The whole Year 9 cohort attended camp at the same 
time and were separated into groups for daytime 
activities and then into their key classes for tent 
allocations. The first challenge for the boys was the 
base camp set-up. Not only was setting up tents 
quite a challenge; our allocated area in the park 
was quite close to other caravan park patrons, so 
our students’ noise level and general behaviour was 
“under pressure” from the outset.

Any group of Year 9s can be on the boisterous 
side, but to the credit of our students, many of 
the patrons commented on the outstanding 
conduct of the Blackfriars boys. The boys were 
regularly aware of their noise level and nothing 
but respectful in their interactions - a credit to the 
students, their families and staff.

Boys were able to participate in a range of 
activities at Encounter Lakes including raft-
building and racing, kayaking, and a number of 
other water-based games and activities. There 
were also a range of team and cooperative 
challenges to participate in at Kent Reserve. 
Students  also had the opportunity to learn to 

surf at Middleton Beach, ride bikes along part of 
the Encounter Bikeway and, of course, have free 
time at the caravan park to play sports, chess and 
board games or jump on the giant jumping pillow.

It was pleasing to see boys enjoying 
themselves with friends, and for them 
to be able to express their talents and 
interests away from the classroom. There 
were a number of boys who overcame 
challenges not only to attend, but then to 
participate in the activities. There is no 
doubt this was rewarding for them, their 
families and staff who worked together to 
support their needs. 
The Year 8 camp is currently scheduled to take 
place in Term 4 in 2020, with a trip to Robe on 
the agenda. The Year 7 camp to Douglas Scrub is 
currently postponed, with more information  
about new arrangements to be made available  
in due course.

Brett Knowles 
Deputy Assistant Principal- Wellbeing (7-12)

Fun and friendship 
on Year 9 camp

the OPtimist
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A normal start to the year turned out 
to be anything but. However, there 
were many highlights in Term 1 - and 
we also have some news from Term 4 
2019 to catch up on.

Reflecting on Term 1 it is important 
to say how hard staff have worked 
to ensure remote learning has 
been thorough and meaningful for 
the children. The boys have been 
remarkably resilient but were glad to 
be back on campus to start Term 2.
Frank Ali  
Head of Primary

Primary 
highlights

Mr Frank Ali with 2019 Primary School Spirit Award winner, 
Luke Tsavdaridis.

Mr Simon Cobiac with the recipient of the 2020 Br Patrick Hynes OP 
Primary Scholarship, Luca Emmerson.

Mr Frank Ali with 2019 Primary School Dux, Hugh Caton.

2020 Primary School Leaders: (L - R) Mr Frank Ali, Sam Mazzarolo, 
Dan Ly, Yaseer Haidery and Alessandro Dos Santos

Primary Carols and Awards Evening Hosts:  
Simon Mazzarolo (5/6V) and Jonathon Bunyon (5LW).
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We were lucky enough that the Year 5 
camp to Ballarat happened just before 
coronavirus hit our shores. The boys 
immersed themselves in plenty of  
hands-on experiences to help them 
learn about Australia’s gold rush and 
what it was like to live on the goldfields.

They panned for gold at Sovereign Hill and attended the 
new Sovereign Hill sound and light show. They also had 
educational sessions at the Gold Museum, Eureka Centre 
and Sovereign Hill Education Centre, where they dressed 
up and spent time exploring the camp site. A couple of boys 
were even lucky enough to hold a gold bar worth over a 
quarter of a million dollars!

Finally, the group spent some time exploring the camp site 
mines, as well as doing archery and orienteering. To round 
out the trip, the Year 5s had a quiz night to consolidate their 
learning and reflect on this amazing experience.

Year 5 camp

The Swimming Carnival is always well 
attended by the Primary boys and their 
families and made for a great day. 
Special thanks to Mr Cheary for organising.

Primary  
Swimming Carnival

AGE CHAMPIONS

1st CUSSEN (WHITE) - 406 

Dowling (Blue) - 3682nd

Spence (Gold) - 3653rd

Candler (Red) - 3424th

U9 / 1ST – ETHAN EVERITT (DOWLING) - 23 

U10 / 1ST – ALEX WARD (CUSSEN) - 24

U11 / 1ST - FLETCHER WRIGHT (SPENCE) -23

U12 / 1ST – ANTONY BARRESI (DOWLING) – 31

the OPtimist

Members of the victorious Cussen House celebrating their win at the 
Primary Swimming Carnival.
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1. ST DOMINIC

At its very heart, our school crest starts with the main symbol of 
Christianity – the cross.  Specifically, in the Blackfriars crest it is the 
cross worn by the Spanish military orders to which members of St 
Dominic’s family belonged.  It is coloured black and silver and stylised 
with fleur-de-lys, representing Our Lady and/or the Holy Trinity.

The cross is shown emblazoned on a shield composed of eight 
divisions coloured black and silver alternately.  In heraldic terms, 
these divisions are known as gyrons, with the shield symbolic of a 
knight’s pennant.  Such a pennant was used by St Dominic’s family 
who were of the Spanish nobility.

The cross and shield combined form the shield of the Dominican Order.

2. ST ALBERT THE GREAT

Appearing above the shield in the Blackfriars crest is a red stripe, 
known as a chief.  The shade of red is called sanguine and is the 
colour worn by bishops.  Inside the chief is a silver mitre, the 
headwear worn by a bishop, standing between two gold towers of 
three turrets each.  The chief is for St Albert the Great, patron of 
our school, who was both Bishop of Ratisbon (now Regensburg) 
and Count of Bollstadt, a fortified town in the Bavaria region of 
modern-day Germany.

3. BLACKFRIARS SHIELD

Combined, the Dominican Shield and the chief of St Albert the Great 
create the original Blackfriars Shield.

This emblem has endured as Blackfriars’ most long-standing symbol 
and was flown on a Cambridge Blue background (field) as the original 
school flag on the first day of classes on 10 February 1953.

The Blackfriars Crest is completed with the addition of a further  
three elements.

4. ST DOMINIC’S STAR

Above the chief of St Albert the Great is a gold star.  It is said that when 
St Dominic was baptised, a bright star appeared on his forehead, 
symbolising the light he would bring into the world through preaching 
the truth - Veritas.  The star features eight points, which scholars have 
interpreted as representing all points of the compass to which the 
Dominican order has spread preaching this truth.

5. SCHOOL MOTTO

The school motto - “Deus Scientiarum Dominus” - appears in three 
Cambridge Blue text scrolls below the Dominican shield.  The motto 
translates as “The Lord is an All-Knowing God” (I Samuel, ii, 3) and are 
the opening words to the antiphon in the office of St Albert the Great.  
It recognises the primacy of Christian teaching expressed through the 
omnipotence of God.

The phrase was also the name given by Pope Pius XI to the Apostolic 
Constitution, a document published in May 1931 regulating the 
universities and ecclesiastical faculties of the whole world.  It is also 
the motto of the University of Ottawa (Canada).

6. BLACKFRIARS

Our name is derived from the nickname given to Dominicans in England 
during the 13th and 14th Centuries.  Because of the black cloak worn 
over their white habit, Dominicans became known as the “Black Friars”. 
Soon, this nickname took hold and their houses and even the districts 
where they lived became known as Blackfriars.

The London Blackfriars, built in 1278, stood on the Thames at the end 
of Fleet Street.  The name is still synonymous with that area of Central 
London adorning a major road, train station and two bridges across the 
Thames.

Patrick Kelly (BPS’90) 
Director of Development & Community Relations

The symbolism  
of Blackfriars
When it opened its doors to students in 
1953, Blackfriars Priory School brought 
to Australian education a symbolism 
and a name rich with significant global 
and historical associations.
From our crest to our very name, many 
individual elements, each with their own 
significant history, combine in pointing 
to the heritage of our school and its 
foundation as a Dominican institution.

4

2

1

5

3

6
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E is for Ernie!

It is not uncommon for our youngest students to be a little 
nervous when they first commence. Ernie however, had it 
covered! Before starting, 3 year-old Ernie referred to his new 
school as the Ernie Learning Centre! Not surprisingly, given 
the place is named after him, Ernie settled in swiftly.

Ernie’s association with Blackfriars does not stop there 
though! His father, Michael Furmaniak, graduated in 2001, 
while his uncles, Anthony Furmaniak and Simon Lewis, 
graduated in 2003 and 1998 respectively. With mum Amelia 
Furmaniak (nee Lewis) a graduate from St Dominic’s 
Priory College as well, Ernie is pretty well connected 
with Dominican education. Welcome to our special ELC 
community Ernie!

In the late 1960s a young boy by the name of 
Terry Lewis ventured from his family home in 
Elizabeth, catching the train along the Gawler 
line, to commence schooling in Year 8 at 
Blackfriars. Some 52 years later, in February 
this year, Terry’s grandson Ernie Furmaniak has 
started at the Blackfriars Early Learning Centre. 

Michael (BPS’01), Amelia and Ernie Furmaniak at the ELC.

As part of our inquiry questions for this year, 
purple room are looking at developing a quiet 
and cultural garden. 
As research for their project, some of the children took part in  
an excursion to the Himeji Gardens in the city during Term 1.  
The children observed and recorded areas that included planting, 
water, space and sand. After their research all headed to the 
Marshmallow Playground and had a great time being out and about.

ELC gets back to nature

the OPtimist
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Blackfriars welcomes back 
former Socceroo and old 
scholar as head coach Joe 
Mullen (BPS’90), the 2019 
Football Federation SA Coach 
of the Year, has returned to 
Blackfriars as Soccer Academy 
Head Coach, fresh from steering 
Campbelltown City Soccer Club 
to multiple State and National 

As a player, Joe lays claim to three National 
Soccer League (predecessor to A-League) 
titles as a striker for Adelaide City, where he 
won player of the year for three consecutive 
years (1986-1988). He represented Australia 
twice in 1987-88. 

Since finishing his playing career in 1996, 
Joe has managed and coached teams 
across South Australia and Victoria. He 
has specialised experience coaching youth 
teams, working as coach for the South 
Australian U23 squad from 2006 to 2008, 
and as the inaugural coach of the Adelaide 

United Youth side from 2008 to 2011.

In 2005, Joe won the Football Federation 
South Australia (FFSA) Award of Distinction 
for his contributions as both a player and 
coach. Joe has relished being back on 
home turf.

‘It’s really great to be coming back. 
Blackfriars is the only school I would’ve 
really considered coaching at,’ Joe said at 
a photo call with The Advertiser soon after 
the school made the announcement.

Joe has taken the reins of the school’s 
First XI squad, working alongside his 
former Adelaide City teammate, long-time 
Blackfriars Soccer Academy Program 
Coordinator and Old Scholar, Ernie Luongo 
(BPS’82).  Under Ernie’s leadership, the 
Blackfriars Soccer Academy has developed 
into a highly successful, specialist program, 
available for students at all year levels – 
from the Early Learning Centre to Year 12.

Blackfriars Principal, Mr Simon Cobiac, 
who taught Joe at Blackfriars in 1980, says 
welcoming the former Socceroo back to 17 
Prospect Road is a major coup for the school.

‘We are thrilled to have such 
an exceptionally qualified and 
outstanding contributor to 
soccer in South Australia as 
part of our Academy,’  
said Mr Cobiac. 

Graduates of the Blackfriars Soccer 
Academy have gone on to represent 
Australia at various age levels, to further 
training and study at the Australian 
Institute of Sport, and a number have 
signed professional contracts with a variety 
of A-League and FFSA clubs.

Earlier this year, Carlo Armiento (BPS ’17) 
signed with Perth Glory to continue his 
professional career having spent the past 
two seasons with Adelaide United. 

2019 Blackfriars Sportsman of the Year, 
Luis Lawrie-Lattanzio, and fellow 2019 
graduate, Jai King-Byrne, both represented 
Australia at the youth level last year, with 
Lawrie-Lattanzio scoring for Melbourne 
Victory in the 2019 Y-League Grand Final 
against Sydney FC in February.

Socceroo returns to school
Blackfriars welcomes back former Socceroo and Old Scholar, Joe Mullen (BPS’80), 
as Head Coach for our Soccer Academy.

The 2019 Football 
Federation SA Coach of 
the Year has returned 
to Blackfriars as Soccer 
Academy Head Coach, fresh 
from steering Campbelltown 
City Soccer Club to multiple 
State and National Premier 
League championships.

Blackfriars Soccer Academy Program Coordinator, Ernie Luongo (BPS‘82)  
with new Head Coach, Joe Mullen (BPS‘80).

Ernie Luongo and Joe Mullen with (L – R) Anthony 
Matosevic, Matthew Jones, Luka Jovanovic , Gilbert Hite 
and Christian D’Argenio.
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Br Brendan O’Hearn OP 

The end of an era.
Blackfriars “Legend” 1960 - 2019

Very late in December 2019 Br Brendan O’Hearn formally advised Blackfriars that he was 
retiring as a member of staff after 60 years of wonderful service. Typically humble, BB 

thought that with this announcement being made so late in the year, Blackfriars would not 
have a function to mark his retirement, thus avoiding any unnecessary fuss. But how could 

Blackfriars not acknowledge a person who has given so much of his life to the school?



Following is a transcript of Mr Jon 
Harmer’s farewell address to Br Brendan 
O’Hearn, the man affectionately known 
by the Blackfriars community as “BB”. 
This address was delivered on BB’s 
birthday, 13 February 2020, at the 
Celebration of Service event held to 
honour his retirement.

‘When a young Dominican by the name of 
Brother Brendan O’Hearn first stepped 
onto the grounds of Blackfriars Priory 
School late in 1959 to commence service 
in 1960, little did anyone realise the 
profound influence he would have on the 
history of Blackfriars for the ensuing 60 
years. Blackfriars was only seven years 
old when Br Brendan commenced his 
service, and on the pathway to forging 
a reputation as a school of increasingly 
high standards within the inner north  
of Adelaide. 

To quote BB from the Blackfriars 60th 
Anniversary commemorative book that 
he was so instrumental in compiling 
many years later,

‘By 1960, the number of students at 
Blackfriars had increased to 250, the 
staff consisted of seven Dominicans, 
two lay staff and two assistants in the 

community house and grounds. The 
senior students had reached leaving 
honours for the first time. The Prefects 
were in place and the Mothers’ Club and 
the Fathers’ Auxiliary were functioning to 
the benefit of the students. The sporting 
competitions were established and the 
expeditions had become a unique feature 
of the school. The 60s promised great 
things for the school.’

The word “service” is particularly apt 
for Br Brendan, given the multitude 
of tasks he performed over his years 
at Blackfriars. “BB”, as he has been 
affectionately known for most of his 
tenure at “Blacks”, quickly established 
himself as the Dean of Discipline and 
held that position for several decades. He 
was also the school’s timetabler in the 
pre-computer era, Head of Mathematics, 
Year 11 Coordinator, assistant to outback 
expeditions and in the 60s and 70s he 
was very enthusiastically involved as 
First XVIII Football Coach. For decades 
he was also the starting marshall at both 
swimming and athletics carnivals as well 
as running school photo days for many, 
many years. He did this on top of a very 
full teaching load – often taking four Year 

11 Maths classes and a Year 9 Religious 
Education class.

In more recent times Brother has 
provided learning assistance and support 
in Maths classes as well as doing a 
wonderful job in organising the school’s 
archival records. The pinnacle of BB’s 
archival endeavours was the production 
of the Blackfriars 60th Anniversary 
commemoration book. It is a wonderful 
chronology of Blackfriars’ first 60 years. 
It really is a must-read!

To quote BB’s good friend and colleague 
of 40 years, recently retired Blackfriars 
teaching icon, Mr Chris Packer, 
‘The last bloke who was this good at 
multi-tasking got changed in phone 
booths, wore his underpants on the 
outside of his pants and leapt tall 
buildings in a single bound!’  
That was Super BB!

One particular era of BB’s tenure at 
Blackfriars that stands out was the 
16-year period that he and Fr John 
Neill joined forces. From 1972 to 1988 
Fr Neill was Principal and BB was his 
Deputy. This time marked a period of 
tremendous growth for Blackfriars. 
Fr Neill’s reputation as the “building 

Staff Photo-1972 Br. Brendan & Bruno Lucia-1991Br Patrick & Br Brendan-1983
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Principal” and champion of academic 
standards and rigour was augmented by 
Brother’s attention to detail with student 
behaviour, standards and organisation. 
Blackfriars’ star continued to rise on the 
educational landscape during this time, 
very much due to the untiring efforts of 
the Neill/O’Hearn partnership.

BB carried his superhuman workload 
for the best part of 40 years - and this 
was only the component of his life we 
saw at school. Outside school he worked 
very hard also, playing an important 
role caring for the elderly Dominicans 
within the North Adelaide community, 
as well his work with the homeless and 
disadvantaged both at Fred’s Van and more 
informally to any who knocked on the back 
door of St Laurence’s Priory.  

Over the 60 years that BB has 
been at Blackfriars, we have 
welcomed and farewelled  
15 Prime Ministers,  
14 South Australian Premiers,  
9 Blackfriars Principals,  
7 Popes - but most importantly  
to some, 11 coaches of the 
Hawthorn Football club.

Speaking of BB’s much loved Hawks, as 
fate would have it, it was not until Brother 
left Melbourne in 1960 that Hawthorn 
went on to win their very first premiership 
the following year. Having said that, they 
have gone on to win a further 12 flags 
since 1961. Word has it that the very 
famous Hawthorn FC  coach of 1961, John 
Kennedy, heard that by being absent and in 
Adelaide , BB had a helped the club secure 
their success of ‘61. With Hawthorn FC 
based at Glenferrie Road and being just 
around the corner from the Dominican 
Priory in Camberwell, Hawthorn secretly 
requested that Brother in fact stay in 
Adelaide for as long as possible, such 
had been their success since 1960! BB, of 
course, denies this!

What is true of BB, is that he and current 
Hawks coach, Alistair Clarkson, do have 
a few significant things in common. Both 
of them have been strong disciplinarians 
in their time and excellent leaders of 
young men. Clarkson is now Hawthorn’s 
longest serving coach and BB, of course, is 
Blackfriars’ longest-serving staff member. 
Lastly, Alistair Clarkson has been the 
catalyst for many of his players to go on 
to be excellent football coaches in their 

own right. Similarly, many of BB’s former 
students have gone into the teaching 
profession with no less than 12 current 
staff members at Blackfriars having been 
students during BB’s time. 

Br Brendan has, in recent years,  been 
central to the success of the Blackfriars 
Development Office reunion program. 
Since 2013, I have had the pleasure of 
coordinating, with BB’s assistance, 40 or 
more reunions at Blackfriars. Typically 
the “old boys” arrive in the staff room for 
drinks, nibbles and a chat before touring 
the school. 

As late as last year, the class of 1979 
arrived on mass for their 40-year reunion. 
As we went around the room recalling 
memories of schooldays past, these 
graduates in their late 50s, thanked BB 
for what he had done for them all of those 
years ago and for the wonderful foundation 
he gave them in life. It will not surprise 
many of you here tonight to know it was 
a very emotional occasion, that I will 
remember for a long time - to witness 
such a public outpouring of love and 
gratitude from such a group,  
40 years later!

34 Years at Blackfriars -1993 60th Anniversary-2013

First XVIII Football -1972 BPS Football Dinner-1990

Br Brendan crossing the finishing line at Glenelg-2001



Thankfully, BB is keen to stay involved with 
our reunion program!

Over the last decade BB has also done a 
wonderful job in collating and organising the 
school’s archives. Although I’m not sure he 
has appreciated the odd occasion when I have 
called him “The Archive,” his efforts in this 
area have been invaluable, particularly with 
the 60th Anniversary book referred to earlier.

Mention was also made earlier of BB’s 
affinity with the mighty Hawthorn Football 
Club. When thinking of a suitable gift for BB, 
what could be better than some items of 
Hawthorn Football Club memorabilia!

Many of us know that Brother already has a 
Hawthorn guernsey and of course we have 
seen that scarf everytime the Hawks have 
won a flag over the past 60 years.

So, being ever sun-smart Brother, we 

thought a Hawthorn cap would not go 
astray. Then of course, with all that time on 
your hands now in retirement, perhaps an 
occasional visit to the beach may require a 
Hawthorn towel?

The last item took more time to choose.  
Given that you are a modest, humble man  
and not known to be overly loud or 
extroverted when the Hawks continue to 
win multiple premierships, we thought 
something that would allow you to celebrate 
without anyone knowing.  

So Brother: your own pair of Hawthorn  
boxer shorts!

In closing, on behalf of the many thousands 
(if not tens-of-thousands) of students, staff, 
parents and friends of Blackfriars who 
have been fortunate enough to have met 
Br Brendan O’Hearn as part of their life 

journey, an enormous thank you BB! Those 
two words simply do not do justice to the 
enormous  debt of gratitude our community 
has for that young man who arrived at  
17 Prospect Road 60 years ago. 

Please join me in thanking and c 
ongratulating Br Brendan on his 60 years 
of wonderful service to Blackfriars, the 
Dominican Order and the Catholic Church. 

If not for BB, the growth and 
development of Blackfriars 
Priory School - a place that has 
meant so much, to so many, 
over so many years - would not 
have been the same. This is 
truly the end of an era.

Thank you BB!

BLACKFRIARS FAREWELL BR BRENDAN O’HEARN OP

Br Brendan flanked by past and present colleagues (L – R) Aileen La Forgia, Lydia Newland, 
Jean Wood, Francis Markota, Erica Bojko, Pam Gervasi and Angela Honner.

Br Brendan is presented with some  
Hawthorn memorabilia by Simon Cobiac  
during Jon Harmer’s farewell address.

Br Brendan with former staff member 
Alan Crierie.

Members of the Blackfriars community gather for Br Brendan’s Farewell Mass celebrated  
in the Chapel of St Albert the Great.

Br Brendan with colleague of 20 years 
Kristie Abbott.



Congratulations to the Blackfriars Secondary Swimming 
team on finishing third in the SSSSA B Division Carnival 
held at the State Aquatic Centre Marion.

School Sport SA Secondary 
Swimming Championships

Co-Curricular highlights

Hello and welcome to 2020. My name 
is Matilda Comley and I am the new 
Co-Curricular Administrator at 
Blackfriars. My role is to facilitate 
and develop a holistic and high-
quality co-curricular program for 
students from Reception to Year 12. 

My year started in a whirlwind, learning and 
engaging with the community of Blackfriars and 
their co-curricular needs. Within the first two 
weeks of being the Co-curricular Administrator, 
I had met almost all the students, and begun to 
understand what activities and sports they liked 
as well as Blackfriars’ rich history and variety of 
co-curricular achievements. 

Term 1 saw 24 teams across all year levels 
involved Sports Association for Adelaide Schools 
(SAAS) competitions, plus a number of vocal 
and instrumental groups starting rehearsals for 
Generations in Jazz.

This year, almost 90% of students nominated 
for a co-curricular activity and/or sport. I am 
looking forward to this percentage increasing 
in the coming years and continuing the Hounds’ 
winning streak throughout all co-curricular 
pursuits. 

The Co-Curricular Program came to a sudden 
halt during Week 7 of Term 1 as COVID-19 
turned our worlds upside down. However, South 
Australia is slowly returning to a new normal 
and restrictions are being lifted. This means 
that the fun can resume! We are taking a slow 
approach with a staged resumption of trainings. 
Senior sports teams and selected music 
ensembles resumed in mid-May with all co-
curricular activities set to recommence training 
and rehearsals after the June long weekend.

Matilda Comley 
Co-Curricular Administrator

Welcome, 
Miss Comley

MAXWELL SULLIVAN (YEAR 8)

First place (02:07.3) Under 14  
4x50m Freestyle Relay

BRIAN VIEN (YEAR 8) 

First place (35.68) Under 14  
50m Backstroke Div. 2
First place (02:07.3) Under 14  
4x50m Freestyle Relay

JAKE MARTIN (YEAR 8)

First place (30.41) Under 14  
50m Freestyle Div. 2
First place (02:07.3) Under 14  
4x50m Freestyle Relay
Second place (35.6) Under 14  
50m Backstroke Div. 1  

BENJAMIN BAKER (YEAR 8)

First place (02:07.3) Under 14  
4x50m Freestyle Relay
Second place (37.31) Under 14  
50m Backstroke Div. 3
Third place (32.38) Under 14  
50m Freestyle Div. 3

NATHAN SEWART (YEAR 9)

First place (02:03.9) Under 15  
4x50m Freestyle Relay

ALEXANDER ZEUNER (YEAR 9)

First place (02:03.9) Under 15  
4x50m Freestyle Relay

BEN TAYLOR (YEAR 9)

First place (02:03.9) Under 15  
4x50m Freestyle Relay
Second place (40.78) Under 15  
50m Breaststroke Div. 1 
Third place (29.07) Under 15  
50m Freestyle Div. 1 

NICOLAS PAMULA (YEAR 10)

First place (29.16) Under 15  
50m Freestyle Div. 2
First place (02:03.9) Under 15  
4x50m Freestyle Relay

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS ON THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS:
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2020 Secondary 
Swimming 
Carnival

The victorious Jarrett and Denifle teams celebrating with the 
Annual Swimming Carnival trophy at the Adelaide Aquatic Centre.

RECORDS BROKEN
U13 BACKSTROKE PR: 36.34 / 2019, Jake Martin (Aquinas) 
NEW RECORD: 34.72 / HUGH CATON (BURKE)

U13 4x50M FREESTYLE RELAY PR: 2:30.97 / Aquinas/Horten (2019)  
NEW RECORD: 2:28.32 / JARRETT

U14 4x50M FREESTYLE RELAY PR: 2:22.00 / Cussen (1983) 
NEW RECORD: 2:20.82 / AQUINAS

DENIFLE/JARRETT - 783 POINTS1st

Burke/Lacordaire - 723 points2nd

De Vitoria/Lagrange -712.5 points3rd

Aquinas/Horten -654.5 points4th

Marc Keegan (BPS’90), presents the Swimming Carnival winners’ 
trophy to Daniel Bui (Denifle) and James Wiebrecht (Jarrett).

Action from the Water Polo final at the Secondary Swimming 
Carnival.  Aquinas/Horten defeated De Vitoria/Lagrange

Co-Curricular highlights

Head Prefect, Peter Le (De Vitoria), about to start in the 
Open 50m Backstroke.
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Congratulations to the many 
members of the Blackfriars 
Water Polo community who have 
represented South Australia in 
2020 in a variety of capacities. 
Firstly, to the Blackfriars boys, pictured 
below, who were selected to represent SA 
across the 14, 16, and 18 and under age 
groups at the Australian Youth Water Polo 
Championships held in Brisbane in January.

Secondly, to Old Scholars Tom Dayman, Will 

Dayman and Caelan Grooby who represented 
the Adelaide Jets in the Adelaide Water Polo 
League this season.

Lastly, to the following officials who have 
assisted our numerous state teams this 
year: Blackfriars parents, Matthew Martin 
(Manager) and Shaun Baker (Coach) SA 
14-and-under team; Old Scholar, Mark 
Parrish (Coach), parent Tim Slaven and  staff 
member Jon Harmer (Managers) SA 16-and-
under teams; Old Scholar, Tom Dayman 
(Coach) and past parent, Mark Dayman 
(Manager) SA 18-and-under team. 

BPS Water Polo making a splash in 2020

Standing (L – R): 
Ben Baker, Nic Pamula, 
Ben Taylor, Jesse Taylor, 
Jack Slaven, Jayden 
Seidel, Jake Martin.  
Seated (L - R):
Axel Parsons, Charlie 
Morkunas, Harrison 
Smith, Max Sullivan, 
Declan Hillman.  
Absent: Daniel Heath.

Congratulations 
Jesse
Congratulations to 2019 Open A 
Water Polo captain, Jesse Taylor, 
who has achieved what very few 
Blackfriars representatives have 
done previously. 
Jesse is pictured holding the Blackfriars 
Water Polo Player of the Year trophy. 
2019 marks the third consecutive year 
Jesse won the award, having also done 
so in Year 10 and Year 11.
Whilst no less than seven Blackfriars 
boys have won the best player award 
on two occasions, one has to go back to 
1987-1989 to find that Gerard Maung is 
the only other player to win the award 
on three occasions. Jesse, like Gerard, 
was also Open A captain over a three-
year period.

In 2020, Jesse has been residing in 
New South Wales playing for the 
Cronulla Sharks men’s team in the 
Australian Water Polo League to 
further his career.
Congratulations and all the best for the 
future Jesse. 

Blacks boys making 
our state proud. 
Congratulations to Year 8 
students Ryan Stradling and 
Liam Hearst who remained 
undefeated and won the South 
Australian U/13 Baseball 
League. The boys were then 
selected to represent South 
Australia in the top division in 
Lismore (NSW) finishing 11th 
out of 16. Great work boys!

Hitting it out  
of the park!

Academy  
for Hounds  
Congratulations to Anthony 
Pham (Year  11) and Kayden Cao 
(Year 8) who have been selected 
for the Volleyball South Australia 
(VSA) Academy Program.
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Thank you  
for the memories

QUESTION:  
What do you get when you divide 173 by 5? 

ANSWER:  
Five retiring Blackfriars veterans with 
a combined tenure at Blackfriars of 173 
years and an average of 34.6 years each.

Among the departures from Blackfriars 
at the end of 2019 were a number of 
significant contributors to our community.
As thousands of Old Scholars can no 
doubt testify, this “league of extraordinary 
gentlemen“ have made a fantastic 

contribution to the life of so many 
members of the Blackfriars community 
over the past four decades.

Whether from the 80s, 90s, 00s or 10s, I’m 
sure as many Old Scholars read of their 
departure from Blacks, memories of this 
“famous five” will come flooding back, 
whether they be from within the classroom 
or on the sporting field.

Nicknames - Packy, Dom, Farks, Jeff, 
Wims - have survived, along with their 
sense of humour after all these years.

So, if you happen to come across them 
in your travels around Adelaide, perhaps 
take the time to say thank you for the 
memories. After a total of 173 years their 
collective contribution to the lives of so 
many former Blackfriars students has 
been enormous. 

Thank you gentlemen!

Jon Harmer 
Development Officer 
Old Scholars & Community Relations

Blackfriars says goodbye
Chris Packer, Mathematics 40 years (1980–2019) 

Domenic Catalano, Mathematics 38 years (1982-2019)

Brent Farquhar, Economics 36 years (1984-2019)

Jeffrey Drewer, Automotive Technology 35 years (1985-2019)

Blair Wimshurst, Physical Education  24 years (1995-2019)

Welcome to Blackfriars: (L - R) Mr Henry Green, Mr Gavin Dittmar, Mr Matthew Freeman, Mr Sam Capurso, Mr Simon Cobiac, 
Ms Jessica Macolino, Ms Matilda Comley, Ms Lauren Reid and Ms Jean-Marie Nguyen.

Simon Cobiac with Jeff Drewer.
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Welcome to Blackfriars 

Mr Henry Green 
Teacher, Business 

Mr Gavin Dittmar 
Teacher, English, HASS and RE (Term 1)

Mr Matthew Freeman 
Teacher, Physical Education and Science 

Mr Sam Capurso 
Head of Mathematics

Ms Jessica Macolino 
Teacher, Year 1

Ms Matilda Comley 
Co-Curricular Administrator

Ms Lauren Reid 
Development Officer - Communications

Ms Jean-Marie Nguyen  
Cultural Inclusion & Wellbeing Officer

Ms Rachel Gloyn  
Teacher, ELC

Mr Nathan Gillard  (BPS’08) 
Creative Arts & Design Technology Assistant

While 2019 saw the departure of several 
staff who had been at Blackfriars for over 
30 years, the start of the 2020 school year 
ushered in several new faces across our 
various curriculum areas. It is with great 
pleasure that we welcome...

Retiring staff members (L - R) Domenic Catalano, Chris Packer, Blair Wimshurst 
and Brent Farquhar with Br Brendan O’Hearn. (Absent: Jeff Drewer).

ELC teacher Chelsea Wymond is 
farewelled by Karen McEntee.

Year 1 teacher, Loretta Robertson, is farewelled 
by Frank Ali.

Simon Cobiac farewells Maths guru, Dan Winter.

the OPtimist

21BLACKFRIARS 
WELCOME TO BLACKFRIARS



A small but enthusiastic 
group of Old Scholars 
graduating from Blackfriars 
prior to 1970 gathered at 
school in late November. They 
met with Br Brendan in the 
staff room, took a brief tour 
of the school and then had a 
very informal and somewhat 
amusing Q&A with some of 
our Primary School boys.

Past staff and Old Scholars 
gathered at the Wellington 
Hotel for the annual Blackfriars 
Christmas Reunion.

(Left L - R) Tom Zed (‘95), Terry Lewis (‘73) 
and James Higgs (‘00) and (Right L - R) 
Patrick Kelly (‘90), David O’Loughlin (‘82) and 
Scott Boyd–Turner (‘86).

50+ Year 
Reunion 
2019

Christmas  
Reunion 2019

Visiting Ms Holland’s and  
Ms Robertson’s boys.

The 50+ group adjourns for lunch with: (L - R) Michael Harrison (’65 ), Richard Baxter (‘66), 
Jeffrey Nicholls (‘61), Phillip Nicholls (‘66), Barry Jennings (’63), Deborah Szczypiorski, 
Mike Smith (’64 ), Henry Szczypiorski (’69), George Craig (‘68).

Tour guide Br Brendan O’Hearn with: 
(L - R) Phillip Nicholls (‘66), Mike Smith (’64), Barry Jennings (’63),  Henry Szczypiiorski (’69), George Craig (‘68) and Richard Baxter (‘66). 

George Craig (‘68) presents BB with a 
copy of his book, Scopolaust.
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As has become customary, 
following the Laureate Assembly 
the Blackfriars Graduates’ 
Reunion took place. The Class 
of 2019 attended, participating 
in their very first Blackfriars Old 
Scholars event. Children of Old 

Scholars Barbecue

Class of 2019  
Graduates’ 
Reunion

An obvious affiliation with Old Scholars 
is through the successful football and 
soccer clubs.

A less obvious example is the high 
number of Blackfriars Old Scholars 
who choose to return to Blackfriars as 
parents, entrusting the education of their 
sons (and daughters in the ELC) to their 
alma mater.

As this number continues to grow, 
Blackfriars is keen to acknowledge  
and support this unique group of  
parents and students. 

To this end, as an initiative of the 
Development Office, the very first 
Children of Old Scholars (COOS) 
Babrbecue was held late last year.  
The old boys gathered with their sons on 
the back oval at lunch time for a simple 
sausage sizzle and drinks mixed in 
with a few games with and between the 
fathers and their children.

Suffice to say, the current students were 
pretty chuffed to have their dads with 

In different schools, in different locations and across different 
periods in time, a variety of strengths become apparent.  
In Catholic Education, a particular strength that exists is around 
the sense of community within schools and their family and 
friends. At Blackfriars this is very much the case.

We are very proud of our community, both current families and  
Old Scholars. 

them at school, not to mention the 
bonus of a slightly extended lunch 
time, because they are part of what we 
think is pretty special group. 

One particular highlight of the day was 
to have our first three-generation Old 
Scholars family all present in Grandad 
(aka Pa) Dean Hodby (‘56), Dad Shane 
Hodby (‘86) and son Luke Hodby (‘19) 
- even if it was in the midst of Luke’s 
Year 12 exams. 

Thanks to the many dads who were 
able to attend, in particular the core 
group of Joe Calabria (‘94), Paul Page 
(‘86), Rolf Scharfbillig (‘87), Jamie 
Sullivan (‘88) and Jeremy Traeger (‘95), 
who assisted with arrangements for 
the day.

For those unable to make the day, 
please keep an eye out for this year’s 
COOS Barbecue during Term 4. 

Jon Harmer 
Development Officer 
Old Scholars & Community

Christian Jones (‘19) with Mr Simon Cobiac 
and proud grand-father, Parrish.

1982 Head Prefect, David O’Loughlin, with 
2019 Head Prefect, Declan Fitch-Woolford.

Joshua Saliba (‘19), Carlo Dichiera (‘19) 
and Vince Ravida (‘19).

the OPtimist
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Andrew Powell (BPS‘90)

Old Scholars overseas

At present Andrew is based in Jordan where he serves as the 
Primary Principal at The International Academy – Amman, a school 
founded by Queen Rania Al-Abdullah.

As a school leader,  Andrew says he is strongly influenced by his 
experiences at Blackfriars and firmly believes in the importance of 
community and service to others.

‘I pride myself on my ability to connect with my students, and I 
fondly recall the way in which various teachers at Blacks went 
out of their way to both support and inspire me during my school 
days,’ he says.

Andrew has always enjoyed a love of sport and the outdoors, 
something that he shares with his wife and daughter. They also 
share a passion for the ocean and over the past few years Andrew 
has engaged in a number of ultra-marathon swims. This has 
included a solo crossing of the English Channel in July, 2017 –  
no mean feat at all!

After graduating from the University of South 
Australia and commencing his teaching career 
in the eastern suburbs of Adelaide, Andrew has 
spent the past twenty years working overseas in 
a variety of international school settings in Asia, 
Europe and South America. 

24 BLACKFRIARS 
OLD SCHOLARS OVERSEAS



Vale Andy Ruggiero
30 October 1947 – 25 April 2020

Andy Ruggiero was a City of Prospect icon for 
over 36 years. Andy arrived in Australia from 
Montesarchio, Italy in 1963 as a 16-year-old, 
following in the footsteps of many hard working 
post-war migrants before him.  His passion for 
retail combined with an indefatigable work ethic 
and attention to customer service, lead to him to 
becoming the highly  successful proprietor of the 
“Tom the Cheap” supermarket Prospect - and so 
began Prospect’s introduction to the vast expanse  
of Italian gourmet food.

Andy’s involvement with Blackfriars dates back to 1984, 
as a parent of current Deputy Principal and Old Scholar, 
David Ruggiero (BPS’92). Andy owned and operated Tom’s 
supermarket (now Foodland Prospect) at 85 Prospect Road 
from 1984 until March 2020. During those 36 years, Andy 
displayed exceptional, unwavering support for Blackfriars, 
the Dominican Friars, Vinnies and the broader Prospect 
community. Andy’s generosity of spirit extended to the 
employment of over 80 Blackfriars students and Old Scholars, 
along with dozens from St Dominic’s. BB was even fuelled on 
food from Andy!

Andy will be remembered as a very humble and popular 
member of the Prospect community, knowing hundreds - if not 
thousands - within the district by name. So many young men 
owe their first start in the workforce to Andy. What better role 
model for young employees than one such as Andy, given his 
tremendous patience and personal care for his staff. A man of 
deep faith, integrity and compassion, Andy had a special place 
for Blackfriars and the Prospect community in his heart.

Sadly, Andy passed away on ANZAC Day surrounded by his 
family after a short battle with cancer. His family, Blackfriars 
and indeed the wider Prospect community have lost a true 
gentleman. Our community shall be eternally grateful for 
Andy’s immeasurable contribution to so many.  

Condolences to David, Samantha and Elvira Ruggiero and the 
extended Ruggiero family.

Andy’s funeral was celebrated at St Ignatius Church, 
Norwood, on Friday 15 May.

Jess Hemmings (BPS‘89)

A stint in South-East Asia after the Bali bombings and in Afghanistan as 
part of the Australian contribution to International Security Assistance 
Force (ISAF) led Jess to a job in The Hague with the Special Tribunal for 
Lebanon. There he was part of the team investigating the assassination 
of the former Lebanese Prime Minister. After a short trip to Pakistan, 
where he spent some time training the local police, Jess moved back 
home for a short time.

In 2013 Jess moved back to The Hague and took a position as an 
analyst with the Office of the Prosecutor at the International Criminal 
Court (ICC). At the ICC his work involves investigating allegations of war 
crimes and crimes against humanity.

Through work Jess has been lucky enough to travel to the US, the 
Middle East, Africa, Asia and Europe and have plenty of other priceless 
experiences.

Jess says he enjoyed his time at Blacks and although he lost touch with 
his school friends a long time ago, he remembers many fun times here. 

‘In particular, I fondly recall the annual expeditions led by former 
teacher, Jim Donaghy,’ he says.

‘Eight 4WDs; cooking over a fire and camping under the stars in the 
middle of nowhere; picking gravel out of packs of muesli after the food 
trailer rolled near King’s Canyon and getting bogged on “Big Red” in 
the Simpson Desert…’

Back on campus, Jess says one of his strongest memories is, ‘Trying 
not to get caught by BB for whatever it was my mates and I shouldn’t 
have been doing and waiting with baited breath to hear whether it 
would be the 228 or the 224 bus who would be told to stay behind  
after assembly!”

After finishing at Blacks, Jess graduated from The 
University of Adelaide with a degree in Zoology. 
After uni he worked a number of ad-hoc jobs with 
the National Parks and Wildlife Service and the 
Department of Primary Industries mostly looking 
at the impact of invasive species. Then when he 
moved to Sydney he joined both the Australian 
Customs Service and the Naval Reserve, where he 
spent the next decade working in border security.

the OPtimist
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Splash and Dash

In February 1970 the Adelaide 
Aquatic Centre was only three 
months old and Blackfriars 
Priory School itself was only a 
teenager of 17 years.  So it was 
that Blackfriars’ strong connection 
with the AAC began when our very 
first swimming carnival was held 
in February 1970.
Five decades later, almost to the day, 
the 50th annual Blackfriars Secondary 
Swimming Carnival was held at the same 
venue on Friday 14 February.

Two particular events were organised to 
celebrate the carnival’s golden anniversary. 
Firstly Marc Keegan, who led Aquinas 
House to victory at the 1990 Swimming 
Carnival, attended to present the winners’ 
trophy to this year’s victorious team.

The official presentation was preceded by 
an anniversary “Splash and Dash“ featuring 
20 Old Scholars racing in five relay teams, 
each one representing a decade in which 
the carnival has been held. Three extra 
teams were also involved featuring: three 

generations of the Martin family, a father-
son group comprising four Old Scholars 
racing their current student sons, and the 
winning 2020 Open relay team.

Out of necessity the race was a handicap 
event, with the veterans’ team from the 
1970s starting 30 seconds ahead of the 
2010s team, which featured four current 
National League Water Polo players.

The final piece of nostalgia came when 
the retiring Br Brendan O’Hearn (the only 
person to attend all 50 carnivals) took up 
duties as official starter for the last race of 
the day!

Thankfully the participants all survived, with 
many broad smiles between a few gasps, 
and the current student population not 
quite believing what they had just watched! 
Congratulations and thank you to all old 
and current boys involved. Rumour has 
it that the Old Scholars are looking for a 
rematch next year, albeit with some slight 
adjustments to handicaps.

Jon Harmer 
Development Officer  
Old Scholars and Community

50 years  later and still going 
swimmingly
Secondary Swimming Carnival & Old Scholar Relay
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Representing the decades:

Paul Edwards (‘77), Stephen Von 
der Borch (‘78), Simon Conlon (‘81), 
Andrew Robinson (‘82), Andrew Triggs 
(‘82), Brenton Loughnan (‘85), Michael 
Den Dekker (‘84), Marc Keegan (‘90), 
Nicholas Bartlett (‘97), Matthew 
Haskett (‘97), Mark Dearman (‘00), 
Shaun Curtis (‘04), Mark Parrish (‘04), 
Patrick Harmer (‘05), Jamie Histed 
(‘05), Michael Schinella (‘05), Thomas 
Dayman (‘08), William Dayman (‘12), 
Cameron Den Dekker (‘14), Caelan 
Grooby (‘16). 

Three generations of the Martin 
family: 
Jake (Year 8), Matt (Dad), Joanne 
(Grandma) and Nick (Uncle).

 
Old Scholar fathers vs sons: 
Oliver (Year 6) and Anthony Glen-
Holmes (‘94), Cohen (Year 7) and 
Jeremy Traeger (‘95), Ben (Year 8) and 
Shaun Baker, Lachlan (Year 11) and 
Andrew Zurcher (‘84). 

THE SWIMMERS



Old Scholar weddings and babies

Travis Hillman (’00) married Marika Glouftis on Saturday 29 February at Carclew 
House, North Adelaide. His groomsmen where (L – R) Alex Rogers (‘04), best man and 
brother, Brad Hillman (’04), Andrew Constantinou (’08) and James Ormandy (’08).

Matthew Sloan (‘05) 

Matthew and Kim Sloan welcomed 
their daughter, Mackenzie, at the Lyell 
McEwan Hospital on 4 August 2019, 
weighing 7.5 lb. Mackenzie is a sister 
to Jaiden (8) and Emily (7).

Jamie Histed (‘05)

Jamie and Rochelle Histed welcomed 
their daughter, Georgia, on 15 May 
2019.  Georgia was born at Flinders 
Private Hospital; she weighed in at 
2.5 kg and measured 47 cm.

Tom Kurzel (‘03 ) 

Tom and Morgan Kurzel welcomed  
their son, Arlo, on 17 March 2020, 
at Burnside War Memorial Hospital.  
Arlo weighed 3.65 kg and measured 
51 cm.

the OPtimist
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